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The Rabbi’s Column:  Bad News/Good News: More gun    
deaths… but a smart and hopeful new book

  SHEVAT 21 -  ADAR 18 5773

     By Mark Sameth
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First the Bad News:

ALBUQUERQUE , NM, January 21: Five 
Dead; Teen Accused in Killing Spree. 

LAS VEGAS, NV: January 21: Las Vegas 
Officer, Wife and Son Dead in Murder-
Suicide 

HOUSTON, TX, January 22:  Gunfire 
at Texas College Sparks Lockdown, 
Evacuation, Fears of Another Campus 
Massacre; 3 Hurt 

And these just over the few days leading 
up to my writing this column. 

And Now Some Good News:

A collection of essays on how to reduce 
gun violence, written by some of our best 
and brightest, will be released as a book 
next week. In the Foreward to Reducing 
Gun Violence in America: Informing Policy 
with Evidence and Analysis, New York 
City Mayor Michael Bloomberg writes: 
“The rate of firearms homicides in America 
is twenty times higher than it is in other 
economically advanced nations. We have 
got to change that.” 

The Johns Hopkins University convened 
more than 20 of the world’s leading 
experts on gun violence and policy to 
summarize relevant research and 

recommend policies that are both 
constitutional and have broad public 
support. Collected for the first time in 
one volume, this reliable, empirical 
research and legal analysis will help 
lawmakers, opinion leaders, and 
concerned citizens identify policy changes 
to address mass shootings, along with the 
less-publicized gun violence that takes an 
average of 80 lives every day.
Reducing Gun Violence in America: 
Informing Policy with Evidence and 
Analysis, by Daniel W. Webster, Editor, 
Jon S. Vernick, Editor, Michael R. 
Bloomberg, Foreward. You can pre-order 
this book - due out next week - from 
The Village Bookstore, 10 Washington 
Avenue, Pleasantville, NY, (914) 769-8322.  
Support your local bookstore. 

Please contact the White House to 
express your support for the new gun 
control measures. Here’s the link: http://
www.whitehouse.gov/issues/prevent-
ing-gun-violence#share.  Please sign 
the petitions at Demand A Plan, Brady 
Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence, One 
Million Moms for Gun Control, We The 
People, and Americans for Responsible 
Solutions.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Webster defines ‘Community’ as, 
“A body of people living in one 
place or district and considered as 
a whole; a group with common 
interests or origins; fellowship, 
being alike in some way.”

The love, care, devotion, 
dedication and loyalty of our 
particular very special community 
that is PCS, is demonstrated so 
well in three very special 
upcoming events. These are 
the PCS Progressive Dinner on 
February 2nd, the Purim Shpiel 
on March 2nd, and PCS’ Palooza 
Week in mid-March.  

Camaraderie, similarities, 
diversity, warmth and sincerity, 
are the backdrop and 
underpinnings of the Progressive 
Dinner (starting out in one home 
for appetizers, moving to another 
host for dinner, and finally 
everyone reconvening at another 
home for dessert). 

While the aforementioned 
qualities are the backdrop as well 
for the Purim Shpiel, this PCS 
centerpiece event has become 
our annual signature evening 
with respect to a night of food, 
comedy, a show and dancing. 
Thanks to so many of our own 
dedicated people who comprise 
the Purim Shpiel Committee, this 
event gets bigger, better, more 
elaborate, enjoyable and elegant 
every single year. 

PCS Palooza Week is a week’s 
compilation of events, ranging 
from films, to yoga, to lectures, to 
music, etc. , with a diverse variety 
of aggregate events and 
activities geared for the entire 
family. Somewhere in the week’s 
schedule and plans there is 
literally something for everyone. 
Take a look and pick an activity. 

If you’ve attended any of these 
three events in the past you 

know exactly what I’m describing 
and how special each of them is. 
If you haven’t experienced them, 
I would encourage you to attend 
for a most enjoyable night out 
with fellow members of the 
community. 
                                                        
--- Jerry Neuburger

Pleasantville Community Synagogue Mission Statement
Pleasantville Community Synagogue is a transdenominational, inclusive community, a spiritual home deeply rooted in 

Torah (study), Avodah (prayer), and Gemilut Chasadim (deeds of loving-kindness). We seek to facilitate lifelong spiritual 
growth by engaging each member wherever that member may be on life’s journey, embracing all generations. We 

encourage Tikkun Middot (repair of the self) and Tikkun Olam (repair of the world) through Jewish education for all ages, 
social action, Ahavat Yisrael (love of Israel), and a commitment to the understanding and fulfillment of mitzvot. We are a 
highly participatory community which relies on the commitment of time and energy from all members and which aspires 

to become an integral part of each member’s life and their family’s lives.

COMING SOON!
GREAT PCS EVENTS!
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HEBREW SCHOOL HAPPENINGS
Ronni Metzger, Principal

January was a very busy month.   Bet and Zayin classes enjoyed making challah; Hey 
and Vav had great fun making ceramic Havdallah plates and yads. The Hey class 

participated in a Saturday morning shabbaton and then led a beautiful Havdallah ceremony on 
Saturday evening at the end of the month, where they presented creative midrashim and recycled 

projects.   All classes enjoyed learning about Tu B’shvat and tasting the various fruit and grain species! It was 
‘ta’im’(delicious!). 

February starts off with the Dalet Shabbaton, where Mattea Schor will accompany the class on her harp in 
their performance of Oseh Shalom. It promises to be a very special Shabbat. The upcoming month is full of 
great activities, including challah making with the Gimel and Dalet classes and a pottery program with the 

Dalet class. Purim is February 23, 2013! Don’t forget the megillah reading on the 23rd . 

I am also very proud of the Vav class. They created a quilt blanket that they are raffling off. The proceeds of 
the raffle will go to Hurricane Sandy relief. If you want to buy a raffle, all checks are to be made payable to: 
UJA Federation of New York Hurricane Sandy Relief Fund. Contact me for more information. Yasher Koach 

to the Vav class on their generous community service project. 
  

Please remember to hand in your Passover candy sales orders! The Seders are early this year! 
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ASK THE RABBI: 
Jewish History, Speed Bumps, and Nubby Kippot

On January 9 Rabbi Mark met with our 6th grade (Kitah Vav) class. Once again 
they really kept him on his toes! Here’s a brief excerpt from that wide-ranging 

conversation: 

JULIETTE FREEDMAN: What’s the earliest Jewish history?

RABBI MARK: The earliest recorded history of the Jews dates back to a people called the Hapiru, or Habiru. Say it fast. What does it 

sound like?

LILY ROSENBAUM: Hebrew!

RABBI MARK: Yes. The Hapiru or Habiru were the earliest Hebrews, almost 4,000 years ago! We know about them because of stone 

inscriptions (called the Armana Letters). The name Hebrew means “the people who cross over” because the ancient Hebrews were 

nomads. 

JULIETTE: When were the stones found?

RABBI MARK: I’ll have to get back to you on that (answer: 1887).

ISAAC GORDIN: What language was it in?

RABBI MARK: One of the ancient Semitic languages, but again I’ll have to get back to you! (answer: even though found in Egypt, the 

language of the stones is Akkadian). 

ISAAC: Is the Muslim lineage through Esau?

RABBI MARK: Well, the line diverges after Abraham: Abraham and Sarah’s son Isaac is the Jewish lineage; Abraham and Hagar’s son 

Ishmael is the Muslim lineage. But Esau married Ishmael’s daughter, and so there is also connection between Esau and Muslims. Still, in 

Jewish tradition Esau is also considered the forefather of the Romans. So it gets complicated! Abraham and Sarah were the first Jews; 

but Jews, Christians, and Muslims all trace themselves back to Abraham. 

JULIETTE: So Adam and Eve were not Jewish?

RABBI MARK: Right. Adam and Eve were not Jewish; Noah was not Jewish.

LILY: But Noah talked to God! 

RABBI MARK: Right. The Torah does not say you have to be Jewish to talk to God. That’s one of the things I love about Judaism! 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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JULIETTE: Were Adam and Eve really the first humans?

RABBI MARK: Well, those are the names that the Torah gives to the first humans. We know from science that there was a first 

human male and a first human female. Scientists call the first human female “Mitochondrial Eve,” and the first human male 

“Chromosomal Adam.” But scientists also teach us that these first humans descended from, were evolved from apes. The story in 

the Torah doesn’t tell us that. But the early rabbis used to say that the Torah is not here to teach us science; rather it’s here to teach 

us values.

JULIETTE: So if the humans descended from the apes, who were the apes descended from?

RABBI MARK: The lemurs.

JULIETTE: And the lemurs?

RABBI MARK: From the amphibians, and before that from the fish, and before that from flagellated eukaryotes. The creation story 

in the Torah - of man and woman being created at the same time - comes to teach us a value: that boys and girls, men and women 

are equal. 

ROSA HAHN: So you believe in both the Adam and Eve and the Big Bang?

RABBI MARK: That’s a good way to put it, Rosa! 

MICHELLE SIEGEL: Why is there no mention of Pharaoh’s name in the Torah?

RABBI MARK: Michelle, you’re very observant. Pharaoh is not a name; it’s a title, like king. But did you know that Moses is not a 

name either?! Moses means “son of” as in the Pharaoh whose name was Tutmosis – meaning “Son of Tut.” 

MORAH ANNE: It also means “drawn from” as Moses was “drawn from” the water.

RABBI MARK: Thank you! Morah Anne is right. In Egyptian, “drawn from” and “son of” meant the same thing. You know who else is 

not named in the Torah? God! We have many names for God, but in Jewish tradition we never really pronounce the “true” name. 

Sometimes we say “HaShem” which means “The Name.” That’s because when we name something – like Adam was allowed to 

name the animals – it symbolizes that we have control.

MICHELLE: Why does Egyptian history not mention the Jews?

RABBI MARK: Ah, it does! An Egyptian stone mentioning Israel was found [note: the stone is called the Merneptah Stele, ca. 1210 

BCE, and was discovered in 1896]. But listen to what the stone says: “Israel has been laid to waste; its seed is no more.” Well we 

know that wasn’t true, because here we are! But that’s how it was - and is - sometimes. Nations make up stories of victory, even 

when there was no victory. It’s a form of what’s called propaganda. 

ASK THE RABBI, CONTINUED
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ASK THE RABBI, CONTINUED

JODI ZIZMOR: Some people say that God is in the sky, and some people say that God is everywhere. What do you think?

RABBI MARK: I actually think both. Really. Here’s what I mean. Since God made the spark that made the Big Bang, and since we’re 

all literally made from the matter and energy of that spark, we’re all made from nothing but God. But I also believe that there is 

more to God than even everything on Earth and in the Universe put together. God is the Universe, but more than the Universe 

too. Right here in each of us; and way, way beyond the sky, past the edge of the Universe. [Note to interested parents: this is called 

panentheism.] 

JACOB FREIHEIT: So where is God?

RABBI MARK: I could say everywhere, I could say in the sky. Actually, my favorite answer comes from the Chassidic Master Reb 

Nachman of Bratzlov. “Where is God?” he asked. “Wherever you let God in!” Whenever we’re kind and thoughtful and loving and 

forgiving, there’s God.

JACOB: How old is God?

RABBI MARK: I used to say that God is infinitely old. But as I study science, I have come to believe that God actually has no age. 

How can I say that? Well, time was created when the Universe was created in the Big Bang. “Before” the Big Bang there was no 

time, but there had to be something to give birth to the Universe, and we call that God. Since all of us mark our age with time, and 

since there was no time before the Universe was created, God has no age! 

LILY: What’s in a mezuzah ?

RABBI MARK: Inside a mezuzah is a piece of parchment with the words of the “Shema” (the Declaration of God’s Unity) and two 

of the three paragraphs that make up the long Shema (including the Ve’ahavta). A mezuzah is like a spiritual speed bump. (By the 

way, when you are old enough to drive, and you get to a speed bump, promise me that you’ll slow down!) OK, so the idea of the 

mezuzah is that every time we see one we slow down and think about what’s next. When I was growing up we had one mezuzah, 

on the front door. But my wife grew up in a more traditional home, and so in our house today we have a mezuzah on every door-

post (expect for closets and the bathroom; not supposed to put them there). And so every time I walk from one room into another 

I have a chance to think about what comes next. May I be kind and attentive to my guests as I enter the living room. May I remem-

ber to be helpful when I come into the kitchen. May I be able to let go of my anger or irritation when I walk into the dining room. 

Spiritual speed bumps! 

JODI: Why do we add candles each night of on Channukah? Shouldn’t we be taking them away?

RABBI MARK: Did you ever have a friend but you disagreed with them about almost everything?! Well Hillel and Shammai were 

two great rabbis, but they disagreed all the time. Shammai said that we should take away one candle each night, to represent the 

oil burning down over the eight days. Makes sense! But Hillel said that even though that was true, Jews would never want to be 

about decreasing light in the world, but rather about increasing it. So even though Shammai was right about how it really looked, 

Hillel’s view was accepted and followed because he was right about what it really means!

LILY: Why do we have a shamash and what does it stand for?

RABBI MARK: We need a light from which to light each of the eight lights which stand for the eight days. As for what the shamash 

stands for, what do you think?

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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ASK THE RABBI, CONTINUED

LILY: Maybe it stands for God, who starts it all.

ROSA: Or for life in general.

MICHELLE: Or maybe the shamash is God, and we’re the candles.

ISAAC: Or the shamash is the Torah, because the Torah teaches us.

RABBI MARK: Wow. I think all of you are right. What you just did is called “Midrash.” That’s a story, an interpretation, meant to 

“search out” meaning. They’re never right or wrong, they just give us different ways of understanding and deepening our apprecia-

tion. Guys, that was great! 

HANNAH KLEIN: So this is sort of a comment. I have cousins, and they’re Orthodox, and there’s a type of kippa that they wear, it’s 

nubby; do you know what I mean? Is that a popular kippa for the Orthodox? 

RABBI MARK: I know that style of kippa very well; I wear a white “nubby” kippah on Rosh Hashanna and Yom Kippur. Yes, I think 

that style is very popular with some of the Orthodox, such as the Breslovers. But anyone can wear them.

GRIFFEN RAKOWER: (AND JULIETTE): Why do boys wear kippot, but girls don’t?

RABBI MARK: It’s not true that only boys wear kippot. Many girls wear them on the day of their Bat Mitzvah; some girls wear them 

all the time. Cantor Isabel wears one all the time. There are all sorts of kippot today, with sports teams, with decorations. Girls who 

want to wear kippot absolutely should wear them!
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To contact PCS:   Phone  (914) 769-2672;  Fax (914) 769-1795;  Website: www.shalomPCS.com

   Marcy Gray, Synagogue Administrator: (914) 769-2672; mgray@shalomPCS.com

   Ronni Metzger, Religious School: (914) 773-0043; principal@shalompcs.com

   Barbara Doctor, Member Accounts: (914) 747-3017; Accounts@shalomPCS.com

Officers
President:  Jerry Neuburger
Vice President: April Lasher Sanders
Vice President: Kiersten Zweibaum 
Secretary:  Michael Safranek
Treasurer: Oren Cohen

Board of Trustees

Cristina Altieri-Martinez  
cmartinez@shalomPCS.com

Oren Cohen
ocohen@shalomPCS.com

Gary Greenwald
ggreenwald@shalompcs.com

Amy Gutenplan
info@shalompcs.com

Evan Kingsley  
ekingsley@shalompcs.com

Richard Levine
info@shalomPCS.com

Leyla Nakisbendi
info@shalompcs.com

Karen Neuburger
info@shalompcs.com

Jerry Neuburger  
jneuburger@shalomPCS.com

Seth Rutman
srutman@shalompcs.com

Michael Safranek
msafranek@shalomPCS.com

April Lasher Sanders
alasher@shalompcs.com

Laurie Hirsch Schulz
lhirschschultz@shalompcs.com

Kiersten Zweibaum
kzweibaum@shalompcs.com

Rabbi Mark Sameth  
rabbi@shalompcs.com

Pleasantville Community Synagogue Officers and Trustees

     FINE DINING
     ATTENTION TO DETAIL

     SUPERIOR SERVICE

     To arrange a visit with our event 
    planner, please contact us at 

    914-235-4400 
    or by email at 

info@fountainheadcaterers.com

   

 

110 Washington Avenue 
Pleasantville, NY 10570 
(914)741-9000 
www.marbledental.com 

New Patient Dental 
Package 

 
 
 

 
Exam. X-Rays. Cleaning. 

WITH THIS AD ONLY 
EXPIRES 12-31-12 

 

General Dentistry • Cosmetic Dentistry • Implants • Invisible Braces • Kids 
Your neighborhood dental group that cares about you. 
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WHOSE ETERNAL CITY? 

JERUSALEM: PAST AND PRESENT 

An exciting evening 
of lecture and 
discussion with  

Prof. Sarah Tauber 

Professor of Jewish 
Education at the Jewish 

Theological Seminary 

	
  

Wednesday,	
  Feb.	
  27:	
  From	
  Roman	
  Imperialism	
  to	
  Ottoman	
  Sovereignty	
  

Thursday,	
  March	
  14:	
  From	
  European	
  Imperialism	
  to	
  Israeli	
  Sovereignty	
  

Prof. Tauber’s past lecture series, “Visions of Modern Israel” and “Battle Lines:  Great 
Schisms in Jewish History” has garnered her an enthusiastic following. We invite the PCS 

community and anyone interested to join us for this lively educational series and discussion. 
  Light refreshments will be served. 

 	
  
Pleasantville	
  Community	
  Synagogue,	
  219	
  Bedford	
  Road,	
  Pleasantville,	
  NY	
  10570	
  

Contact:	
  Ofri	
  Felder	
  at	
  ofelder@optonline.net	
  or	
  call	
  PCS	
  at	
  769-­‐2672.	
  	
  	
  
 

Sponsored by the PCS Israel Action Committee 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
And please join us for another very special PCS event:  

THE FUTURE OF JERUSALEM 
Thursday, Feb. 14 

At the home of Eve-Marie and Peter Schaffer 
 

Special	
  guest	
  presenter,	
  Prof.	
  Menachem	
  Klein	
  from	
  Bar-­‐Ilan	
  University	
  in	
  Israel,	
  
will	
  discuss	
  the	
  impact	
  of	
  Jewish-­‐Arab	
  relations	
  in	
  Jerusalem	
  on	
  past	
  negotiations	
  
with	
  the	
  Palestinian	
  Authority	
  and	
  future	
  peace	
  talks.	
  Come	
  hear	
  a	
  first-­‐hand	
  and	
  
thought-­‐provoking	
  perspective	
  from	
  a	
  direct	
  participant	
  in	
  the	
  talks.	
  Space	
  is	
  

limited.	
  For	
  further	
  details	
  and	
  to	
  RSVP,	
  please	
  contact	
  Ofri	
  Felder	
  at	
  
ofelder@optonline.net.	
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Project Ezra 
PCS will once again be collecting Passover food 

 for Project Ezra, an organization that provides services to  
the frail elderly on the Lower East Side. 

 In many cases, this food is the only source  
of Passover food for Ezra’s Elderly.

The following list comprises a Passover package. You can contribute any or all of 
them.  Please pay close attention to the foods in bold that are most often missing 
from the packages. Project Ezra would appreciate your paying extra attention to 
obtaining them:   

2 BOXES MATZO 
1 CAN OR JAR OF SOUP (low sodium if possible) 

1 JAR BORSCHT  
1 JAR OR CAN OF GEFILTE FISH 

JAM OR JELLY 
1 DESSERT ITEM (CAKE, COOKIES, MACAROONS...) 

2 CANS OF TUNA, SALMON OR SARDINES 
1 BOTTLE GRAPE JUICE 

1 BOTTLE VEGETABLE OIL 
1 BOX MATZO FARFEL 

INSTANT COFFEE OR TEA 
1 SMALL JAR OF HONEY 

2 CANNED FRUITS 
2 CANNED VEGETABLES 

NUTS OR DRIED FRUIT (Or anything special you’d like to add)

All food must be current, marked KOSHER FOR PASSOVER (e.g., UP) and 2013. 
The kosher sign only is not acceptable for Passover use. Items must be brought to 
PCS by noon on March 10 and placed in the boxes in the last row of pews that are 
marked for this purpose. If you are interested in helping to make deliveries to 
Project Ezra recipients on the Lower East Side on Sunday, March 17, please 
e-mail Dalia Abott at daliakabott@gmail.com. Thank you for responding 
generously. 
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TRYOUT SCHEDULE FOR JCC MACCABI GAMES:
Boys U14 Basketball (must be 13, but not 15 by July 31)

     Sunday, Feb. 10, 6:00 – 7:30 p.m.   Sunday, Mar. 3, 7:30 – 9:00 p.m.

Girls U16 Soccer (must be 13, but not 17 by July 31)
   Sunday, Feb. 10, 7:30 – 9:00 p.m.   Sunday, Mar. 3, 6:00 – 7:30 p.m.

Boys Soccer, Boys or Girls Tennis, Swimming, Table Tennis, 
Bowling, Track and Field, or Dance (must be 13, but not 17 by July 31)

 By appointment, call for information

*** Tryouts are at the Rosenthal JCC, 600 Bear Ridge Rd., Pleasantville. 
Please arrive 15 minutes early to register. Attendance at multiple tryout dates is strongly encouraged! 

*** Parent information meetings will take place during tryouts.

AUDITIONS FOR JCC MACCABI ARTSFEST:
 Acting/Musical Theater  Rock/Jazz Bands  Dance 
 Visual arts  Vocal Music  Sports Broadcasting 

 By appointment, call for information

RSVP is required! Contact Lisa Roberts at 
 (914) 741-0333 x24 or Lisa@rosenthaljcc.org

Jewish teens from Northern Westchester  – join us for  comaraderie, 
competition, creativity and community at the largest Jewish teen events in the world!

The JCC Maccabi Games is an Olympic-style sporting event that offers Jewish teens (13 – 16 years) the 
opportunity to compete in one of14 team/individual sports. The JCC Maccabi ArtsFest brings together 
Jewish teens to create, perform, immerse themselves in the arts, and learn from professional artists-in-

residence. Teens in both events have the opportunity to participate in Days of Caring & Sharing community 
service projects, enjoy fun evening social events, make friends and create memories that will last a lifetime.

August 4 – 9, 2013
Merage Jewish Community Center of Orange County, CA 
www.jccmaccabigames.org • www.jccmaccabiartsfest.org
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Introduction to Judaism 

With 5,700 years of experience 
to draw from, these  
folks teach a  
really good class! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 18 session course at FIVE convenient Westchester locations 
 taught by diverse and dynamic rabbis and cantors from all over Westchester  
 for Jews, non-Jews, prospective Jews, folks related to Jews…A WELCOMING 

ENVIRONMENT …COME LEARN WITH US. 
 

Each location will offer the same curriculum and schedule of topics. 

Nominal tuition varies by location – call the number below for details!  
 

Presented by  

The Westchester Board of Rabbis 
In collaboration with 

Westchester Adult Jewish Education (WAJE) and The Westchester Jewish Council 
Yorktown Heights 

Yorktown Jewish Center 
2966 Crompond Road 

Pleasantville 
Rosenthal JCC 

600 Bear Ridge Road 

Tarrytown 
JCC on the Hudson 
371 South Broadway 

Harrison 
Maxx Properties  

600 Mamaroneck Avenue 

Scarsdale 
JCC of Mid-Westchester 

999 Wilmot Road 
Thursdays 

7:15pm-9:15pm  
Wednesdays 

7:30pm-9:00pm 
Thursdays 

7:30pm-9:30pm 
Thursdays 

7:30pm-9:30pm 
Thursdays 

7:30pm-9:30pm 
Begins: October 18th  Begins: October 10th Begins: October 25th  Begins: October 18th  Begins: October 18th  

 
To register or for further information, contact WAJE Director Nina Luban waje@wjcouncil.org 914-328-7001 
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Hola, ¿habla español? 
 ¿No? ¡Qué pena!

SPANISH LESSONS

Brush up on your Spanish: 

• if you’re traveling
• to have a conversation  
• to prepare for your school or college 
    exams

Native Spanish speaker with an MA in 
Language Teaching.

Call Cristina A. Martinez at 914-739-7457, or 
email: inspanish@optonline.net

STRATEGIC
ADVISORS FOR 
NON-PROFITS

PLANNING,
FUND RAISING

BOARD DEVELOPMENT

Evan  Kingsley
Vice President and 
Senior Consultant

483 Tenth Avenue, Suite 530
New York, NY 10018

(212) 727 7332

www.whelangroup.com
 

PAINTING FROM THE 
INSIDE OUT

Guided by Eve-Marie Elkin Schaffer, 
LCAT, LMSW

Painting from the Inside Out uses paint as a 
catalyst for growth and exploration….

encouraging adults and children to express 
spontaneously, 

without judgment or concern for outcome.
The paintbrush is a tool; whether it is a color a 
dot, an outline or an image, a gesture appears 

from within. Spontaneity is awakened for 
exploration and play.

No training is involved. No skills required; 
just the desire to experience a sense of 

freedom and joy.

More info: www.evemarieelkin.com
eveelkin@yahoo.com, 914 909 6292
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To All PCS Members:

If you or another member suffer personal tragedy or loss or are otherwise in need of help, please im-
mediately call Rabbi Mark at 769-2672, and Michael Gold at 238-9219. 

                            FEBRUARY 2013 Yahrzeits

Eleanor Blackman, Mother of Jonathan Blackman   February 2
Annette Sheft, Mother of Janice Gambino     February 4
Charles Fisher, Grandfather of Dorian Goldman     February 4
Diana Gordon, Aunt of Galia Silverberg     February 7
Charles Poskanzer, Father of Judy Poskanzer    February 10
Belle Karmen, Grandmother of Abbe Karmen    February 10
Lillian Cutler, Grandmother of Gaby Golod Greenwald   February 11
Doris Klein, Mother of Eric Klein      February 12
Milton Perlmutter, Father of David Perlmutter    February 16
Benjamin Jablow, Son of Andrea and Robert Jablow, 
 Brother of Terry Jablow     February 16
Ida Cohen, Mother of Hirsh Cohen     February 19
Sidney Dulberg, Grandfather of Lisa Lipkin    February 20
Ervin Golod, Father of Gaby Golod Greenwald    February 23
Sarah Havazelet, Mother of Tali Havazelet    February 26
Anthony Pistone, Father of Lillian Levine    February 26
Charlie Lubelsky, Father of Janice Sandbank    February 28
Barney Etkin, Uncle of Rhea Wolfthal     February 28

NEWSLETTER ACCEPTS ADS!

The PCS Newsletter is published monthly, online, from September through June, and it is emailed to every 
member family as well as to prospective members and some Jewish organizations.

If you provide professional or business services in the area, the PCS newsletter might provide some extra, 
valuable visibility.  To arrange for your ad to appear in the newsletter, here’s what you need to know:

* Deadlines:
Ads should be submitted by the 15th of the month.  They can be emailed to Judy Chinitz at judyhope@
optonline.net or cristina@lightbodymusic.com.   

* Ad Specifications:
Ads will be published in one size only:  one-quarter page, which is approximately 3 1/2 x 4 3/4 inches.  
The artwork should be provided by the advertiser.

*Advertising Rates:
The cost per ad (for 10 issues - no bulletin published in July and August) is $100 for 1/4 page.  Note: 
Checks preferred.  Can be mailed to Pleasantville Community Synagogue, PO Box 148, Pleasantville, NY 
10570 with “newsletter ad” in the memo section.  To pay by credit card, please call the synagogue office 
at 914-769-2672.
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SAVE THE DATE!

 
for Pleasantville Community Synagogue's 

CELEBRATION 2013!
Saturday, March 2, 7-11 p.m. 

~ 
A Sweet 16 Celebration 

 
Cocktails, dinner, dancing ... 

and featuring 
A new Purim Shpiel by Jeff Turkel 

Performed by the PCS Players 
  

An Evening of Fun & Fundraising for the Next 16 
Live & Silent Auction

~
To RSVP or for more information  

call Marcy Gray at PCS, 914-769-2672  
or e-mail mgray@shalompcs.com.

.
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      PCS committee chairs
All the Committees of The Pleasant-
ville Community Synagogue are 
eager for your participation and 
suggestions. If you’d like to get 
more involved in the life of the 
PCS community, this is the way to 
begin! Below are the names of the 
committees, their chairs, and con-
tact information. 

Adult Education 
David Felder  
 info@shalomPCS.com

B’nei Mitzvah 
Ed Sperling  
edsperling@gmail.com

Building Committee
Richard Levine  
rlevine@shalomPCS.com

Jewish Education
Kiersten Zweibaum 
info@shalomPCS.com

Communications
Cristina Altieri-Martinez   
cmartinez@shalomPCS.com

Spiritual Life
Peter Schaffer 
pschaffer@shalomPCS.com
 
Finance
Oren Cohen   
ocohen@shalomPCS.com

Fundraising
Kenneth Fuirst   
kfuirst@@shalomPCS.com

High Holidays
Jerry Neuburger    
jneuburger@shalomPCS.com

Human Resources
Lisa Lipkin
llipkin@shalomPCS.com

Membership  Engagement
Laurie Hirsch Schulz  
lhirschschulz@shalomPCS.com

Membership Outreach
Leyla Nakisbendi
Leyla@shalomPCS.com

Israel Action Committee
Ofri Felder
ofelder@shalomPCS.com

Seth Rutman  
srutman@shalomPCS.com

Tikkun Olam
Michael Gold  
mgold@shalomPCS.com

Youth Committee 
Evan Kingsley 
ekingsley@shalomPCS.com

 

King David  
Memorial  Chapel ,  Inc .  

 
 
 
 
 

Generat ions  of  last ing  serv ice  to 
the  Jewish  Community  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

288  East  Main St reet  ▪  Mt .  Kisco,  NY 10549 
914-241-7100  ▪   www.kingdavidmemorials.com 

▪  Family Owned and Operated 
▪  Handicapped Accessibility 
▪  Graveside Services 
▪  Monuments 
▪  Preneed and Prepaid Planning 
▪  Fully Accommodating Facilities 

654 Columbus Avenue
Thornwood, NY 10594
Bus: 914 769-3584
Cell: 914 260-5540
Fax: 914 769-2302
joan.reidy@randrealty.com
www.joanreidy.randrealty.com
www.joanreidy.com

Joan Reidy
NYS Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

An Independently Owned and Operated Franchisee
of Better Homes and Gardens® Real Estate LLC.
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EAST MEETS WEST FLOWERS

provides personalized floral design services

whether for business or pleasure, add a 
touch of luxury with a 

distinctive Asian Fusian custom floral 
arrangement

JAN L. GORDON
EAST MEETS WEST FLOWERS

PLEASANTVILLE, NY

914 769 1151
EASTWESTFLOWERS@GMAIL.COM

WWW.EASTMEETSWESTFLOWERS.COM

 

  CAMP NA’ALEH  
  The perfect camp for PCS families!  

Sports ‐ Swimming ‐ Arts & Crafts ‐ Trips ‐Tikkun Olam ‐ 
Israel Education ‐Conversational Hebrew ‐ Shabbat ‐ 

Kibbutz Values ‐ Leadership Training 

Now enrolling campers ages 8‐16 (currently in grades 3‐9) 
Half summer and full summer (7 weeks) programs 
Plus shorter session options for first time campers 

 
PCS Families receive $100 if you mention this ad! 

First time camper incentives & scholarships are available 
 

For more information contact: 
Adam Benmoise, Executive Director 
adam@naaleh.org or 212‐229‐2700  

www.naaleh.org 



 
   PAGE 18                                                              PLEASANTVILLE COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE NEWSLETTER                                                  FEBRUARY 2013

Contributions
We appreciate the thoughtfulness of those who support the Pleasantville Community Synagogue by 
remembering and honoring their friends and loved ones through their generous contributions.

FAIR SHARE/GENERAL FUND
ARLI EPTON AND PETER KNOPF

GILDA AND MARC BORENSTEIN

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
JODIE AND ANDREW ROSS

RHEA WOLFTHAL, IN MEMORY OF HER MOTHER, SYD GITELSON

JAN AND BERNARD GORDON

KIDDUSH FUND
RABBI MARK SAMETH AND TALI HAVAZELET

ED SPERLING FUND
LINDA AND SHELDON HORN, AND EUGENIE PEARLROTH

CAROL AND ARTHUR MASLOW

GEORGIANA MITCHELL AND MITCHELL BRING

SAMUEL B. MARCUS

HERBERT LEVY 

ALAN SCHAIN

MARINA RABINOVICH

KAREN SANDERS AND PETER VOLGYES

DOROTHEE AND STAN GREENBERG

MILTON AND RON KRAMER FAMILY’S FUND

DAUN AND PETER HAUSBPURG

ILENE AND STANLEY BARSHAY

GERRI AND ANDREW SOMMERS

ROBIN WINTER

About The Newsletter
The PCS Newsletter is published monthly, online, from September through June. Articles and photos should be submitted by 
the 24th of the month. They can be e-mailed to Judith Chinitz, Editor, at  judyhope@optonline.net or dropped off at the news-
letter box in the Synagogue office. 

Pleasantville Community Synagogue   *   219 Bedford Road   *   Pleasantville, NY 10570
                                               phone  (914) 769 - 2672                  fax (914) 769 - 1795
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General Fund
Finances any need of the synagogue 
considered necessary by the Board of 
Trustees. All unspecified gifts are cred-
ited to the General Fund. 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Supports various individuals, organiza-
tions and/or programs at the discretion 
of the Rabbi.

Building Fund
To preserve the beauty and functional-
ity of our physical plant, and to build 
reserves for future expansion.

Hebrew School Emergency 
Scholarship Fund
Provides scholarships to children who 
would like to attend our Hebrew School 
and may not currently have the finan-
cial resources to do so.

Kiddush Fund
Your donation provides lunch after 
services on Shabbat morning: salads, 
bagels and pastry.

Ed Sperling Fund

Pleasantville Community Synagogue 
is collecting funds for Ed Sperling to 
help pay for equipment necessary and 
vital for his continued recuperation and 
rehabilitation.

PLEASE NOTE: To help our bookkeeper, please issue separate checks for dues or other special events.  All donations 
should be made payable to Pleasantville Community Synagogue (please indicate which fund in the memo section of 
your check).

CONTRIBUTIONS TO PLEASANTVILLE COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE

Send acknowledgement to:  ________________________________________________________________

Name:  ___________________________________________________________________________________

Address:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

In honor/
memory of:  _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Fund:   ___________________________________________________________________________________

Amount:  _____________________________ 

Please send me an acknowledgement of this gift.         Yes □  No   □

funds available for your support
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Note:  Times and dates of events may change after the newsletter has come out. To get the latest information on any 
possible changes, please check the calendar on our website: www.ShalomPCS.com. Future months are also on the 
website.

  KISLEV - ADAR 5773

February 2013 - PCS Calendar

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

31302928

Yoga Class at

PCS, 7:15 pm

27

Hebrew High

School/Rabbi's

Comparative

Religion Class,

11:30 am

1

Kita Dalet

Shabbaton and

Pajama Shabbat

 PCS House Band

 

4:53pm-5:11pm -

Candle lighting

2

9:00am Morning

Meditation, ;

Shabbat Service,

Progressive

Dinner

Parashat Yitro

 

6:24pm-6:25pm -

Havdalah (72 min)

3

Ask the Rabbi,

1st-2nd grades, 9

am

Kita Zayin, 11 am

4

Yoga Class at

PCS, 7:15 pm

5 6 7 8

PCS House Band

 

5:02pm-5:20pm -

Candle lighting

9

9:00am Morning

Meditation, ;

Shabbat Service,

Parashat

Mishpatim

Shabbat Shekalim

 

6:33pm-6:34pm -

Havdalah (72 min)

10

Kita Zayin, 11 am

 

Rosh Chodesh

Adar

11

Yoga Class at

PCS, 7:15 pm

12 13 14 15

 

 

5:11pm-5:29pm -

Candle lighting

 

16

9:00am Morning

Meditation, ;

Shabbat Service,

Parashat Terumah

 

6:42pm-6:43pm -

Havdalah (72 min)

17

 

 

 

No Hebrew

School

18

Yoga Class at

PCS, 7:15 pm

19 20 21

No Hebrew

School

 

Ta'anit Esther

Fast of Esther

22

 

 

5:19pm-5:37pm -

Candle lighting

23

9:00am Morning

Meditation, ;

Shabbat Service,

Purim Megillah

reading

Erev Purim 
  

Shabbat Zachor

Parashat

Tetzaveh

 

6:50pm-6:51pm -

Havdalah (72 min)

24

No Hebrew

School

 

 Purim

25

Yoga Class at

PCS, 7:15 pm

26 27

Jerusalem

Lecture Series

with Dr. Sarah

Tauber

28

 

 

Board meeting,

7:30 pm

1

Shabbat Across

America

 

 

5:27pm-5:45pm -

Candle lighting

2

9:00am Morning

Meditation, ;

Shabbat Service,

Bar Mitzvah -

Zachary Jacobus

Oseroff

Parashat Ki Tisa

 

PURIM SHPIEL!

 

6:58pm-6:59pm -

Havdalah (72 min)
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SAVE THE DATES: 

Friday night, February 1: Pajama Shabbat
Saturday night, February 2: Progressive Dinner
Saturday night, February 23: Family Purim Celebration
Saturday night, March 2: Adult Purim Shpiel
Sunday March 10 through Sunday March 17: PCS Palooza Week
Sunday morning March 17: Intermarried Forum, 11:30 am

Redefining the Country Club Experience.

 
 WWW.BRYNWOODCLUB.COM 

 914.273.9300 | ARMONK, NY

limited memberships 
banquets 
private parties 
bar/bat mitzvahs 
weddings  

Parties of all sizes welcome
One affair per day

Kosher catering available
 

18 Bloomer Road, North Salem NY  10560   914*669*5485   www.salemgolfclub.org                 

The Best of Old World Elegance, Rural Beauty and Modern Amenities
Located in a country setting, the newly renovated clubhouse features a stunning 

ballroom windowed throughout, with panoramic views of a spectacular 
golf course and surrounding hills.

Salem Golf Club


