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HEBREW SCHOOL HAPPENINGS

by Galit Sperling, Principal

After the long winter break in December and the beginning of January, we 
were reinvigorated to be back in class at PCS. Hebrew School classes this 
month focused on learning about mitzvot (commandments/good deeds), 
Israeli current events, conversational and written Hebrew, and the upcoming 
holiday of Tu B’Shevat. On Tu B’Shevat, we celebrate the “birthday” of the 
trees, the time of year when fruit first begins to form on the trees in Israel. 
Students potted plants and gathered tzedakah to plant our own trees in Israel!

Our sixth grade class (Kitah Vav) had a special field trip to the Food Bank of Westchester in January, where they labeled 
tomato sauce cans and packed more than 100 boxes to help feed those in need. It was a wonderful opportunity 
for our students to do a mitzvah together for those less fortunate than ourselves, and learn in an experiential way. 
Thank you to Vivian Chang Freiheit for organizing and leading the trip, and the sixth grade teachers and families for 
participating!

Important Upcoming Hebrew School Events:

Sunday, February 1: Tu B’Shevat celebrated during Hebrew School! Maayan Leshem will be leading a fun, 
interactive workshop on the seven species.

Saturday evening, February 7 at 6 pm: Fifth Grade (Kitah Hey) Havdallah ceremony

Sunday, February 15 - Sunday, February 22: No Hebrew School Classes 

Friday evening, February 27: Fourth Grade (Kitah Daled) Shabbaton

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Kitah Hey students making clay plates for Havdallah ceremony

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Kitah Aleph, Bet and Gimel 
families celebrating 

Shabbat with us 
at Hebrew School

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Sixth graders 
volunteering at the 

Food Bank for 
Westchester
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COME to PCS to CELEBRATE

TU B’SHVAT!
With Maayan Leshem

Tuesday, February 3, 7:30 pm 
at Pleasantville Community Synagogue

Join us for a free and fascinating workshop that will explore the seven species  
of the Land of Israel through story, music, study, and of course – the traditional 

Tu B’Shvat fare of dried fruits, nuts, and wine.

Maayan Leshem is a Jewish educator and licensed tour guide who lives in Jerusalem with his wife  
and two children.  His tours, classes, and workshops focus on Jewish identity, Zionism, ecology, and  

the deep connection between the People of Israel and the Land of Israel.

Sponsored by PCS Israel Action Committee.  Refreshments will be served.  
E-mail ofelder@optonline.net or call PCS at 914-769-2672.
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 Come to PCS   
to CELEBRATE SHABBAT 
Saturday, February 7      

with a very special musical performance  
during the Shabbat morning service  

of Peter Volgyes'  
"Jacob's Ladder"  

with the participation of  
Gary Mayer and Michael Safranek. 
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Let all who are hungry come and eat! In our Jewish community, we share the same values as our Catholic and 
Protestant friends in the belief that "No hungry neighbor should be turned away." Our respective faith traditions 
inspire us with the mighty task of bringing dignity, healing, and hope to all New Yorkers. And so, for the third year, 
UJA-Federation’s Families Feeding Families is joining in an interfaith initiative to tackle hunger across New York 
City and Westchester — Feeding Our Neighbors: An Interfaith Response. 

 
Together, Westchester Jewish, Catholic, and Protestant congregations and organizations are collecting food for 
our 10th Annual Food Drive. The impact we can make will significantly help the dire needs at soup kitchens and 
pantries in Westchester and the Bronx. 

 

  
 
 

   
 

 

701 Westchester Ave, White Plains or 27 Radio Circle Drive, Mt. Kisco (Tuesday-Thursday) 

      OR DROP OFF AT PCS! 
 

Please call ahead before you make your delivery. 
 

For further information call or email Donna Divon at 914.761.5100, ext. 130 or divond@ujafedny.org 
 

Community and Volunteer Services: Amy Gutenplan, Chair 
Committee: Amy Hughson, Elese Silverman, Vivian Sklar, Elissa Strauss 

Event Chair: Vivienne Braun 
 

  
baby food • boxed milk and coffee creamer • canned fruits and vegetables 

canned meat and fish • cereal, cookies, and crackers 
coffee, teas, and hot chocolate • pasta, rice, and instant potatoes 

ketchup, mustard, and mayonnaise • soup and tomato sauce 
vinegar, oil, and salad dressings • raisins, prunes, dried fruit and nuts 

 

No glass containers or expired items please 
Kosher food is appreciated 

 

 
701 Westchester Avenue, Suite 203E, White Plains, NY 10604 | 914.761.5100 

27 Radio Circle Drive, Mt. Kisco, NY 10549 | 914.666.9650 
www.ujafedny.org/westchester 
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General Fund/Fair Share

Carol and Jonathan Rosenberg

Pamela Papish and Vickie Neilson

Yvette Smolin and Brad Foote

Anonymous

Barbara and Joe Bruno, in memory of Karen Sanders

Jonathan Gaines, in memory of his beloved mother, Marion Gaines

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

Janice and Anthony Gambino

Rhea Wolfthal, in memory of her beloved mother, Syd Gitelson

Ed Sperling Fund

Barbara and Joe Bruno

Kiddush and Shabbat Dinner Fund

Rhea Wolfthal

Peter Volgyes

Contributions

We appreciate the thoughtfulness of those who support the Pleasantville Community Synagogue by 
remembering and honoring their friends and loved ones through their generous contributions.

A Birth in the PCS Community!

Mazal tov to parents Ariel Simon and Naava Katz, and big sister Talya,  on 
the New Year’s Day birth of Shira Yael Shayndel Tova!
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Parties of all sizes welcome
One affair per day

Kosher catering available
 

18 Bloomer Road, North Salem NY  10560   914*669*5485   www.salemgolfclub.org                 

The Best of Old World Elegance, Rural Beauty and Modern Amenities
Located in a country setting, the newly renovated clubhouse features a stunning 

ballroom windowed throughout, with panoramic views of a spectacular 
golf course and surrounding hills.

Salem Golf Club

 

King David  
Memorial  Chapel ,  Inc .  

 
 
 
 
 

Generat ions  of  last ing  serv ice  to 
the  Jewish  Community  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

288  East  Main St reet  ▪  Mt .  Kisco,  NY 10549 
914-241-7100  ▪   www.kingdavidmemorials.com 

▪  Family Owned and Operated 
▪  Handicapped Accessibility 
▪  Graveside Services 
▪  Monuments 
▪  Preneed and Prepaid Planning 
▪  Fully Accommodating Facilities 



Officers
President/Secretary: Michael Safranek
VP/Treasurer: April Lasher Sanders 
Vice President: Kiersten Zweibaum 
Vice President: Laurie Hirsch Schulz
Vice President:  Mark Freiheit 

Board of Trustees
Cristina Altieri-Martinez  
cmartinez@shalomPCS.com

Mark Freiheit
info@shalomPCS.com

Gary Greenwald
ggreenwald@shalomPCS.com

Amy Gutenplan
agutenplan@shalomPCS.com

Eric Klein
info@shalomPCS.com

Richard Levine
info@shalomPCS.com

Sheila Major
info@shalomPCS.com

Leyla Nakisbendi
info@shalomPCS.com

Karen Neuburger
kneuburger@shalomPCS.com

Seth Rutman
srutman@shalomPCS.com

Michael Safranek
msafranek@shalomPCS.com

April Lasher Sanders
avivalasher@optonline.net

Laurie Hirsch Schulz
lhirschschulz@shalomPCS.com

Richard Solomon
info@shalomPCS.com

Kiersten Zweibaum
kzweibaum@shalomPCS.com

Rabbi Mark Sameth  
rabbi@shalomPCS.com

Pleasantville Community Synagogue Officers and Trustees

Pleasantville Community Synagogue Mission Statement
Pleasantville Community Synagogue is a transdenominational, inclusive community, a spiritual home deeply rooted in Torah (study), 

Avodah (prayer), and Gemilut Chasadim (deeds of loving-kindness). We seek to facilitate lifelong spiritual growth by 

engaging each member wherever that member may be on life’s journey, embracing all generations. We encourage Tikkun 

Middot (repair of the self) and Tikkun Olam (repair of the world) through Jewish education for all ages, social action, Ahavat 

Yisrael (love of Israel), and a commitment to the understanding and fulfillment of mitzvot. We are a highly participatory 

community which relies on the commitment of time and energy from all members and which aspires to become an integral part of 

each member’s life and their family’s lives.

PCS committee chairs
All the committees of the 
Pleasantville Community 
Synagogue are eager for your 
participation and suggestions. If 
you’d like to get more involved in 
the life of the PCS community, this 
is the way to begin! Below are the 
names of the committees, their 
chairs, and contact information. 

Adult Education 
Barbara Doctor 
bdoctor670@gmail.com

B’nei Mitzvah 
Ed Sperling  
edsperling@gmail.com

Building
Richard Levine  
rlevine@shalomPCS.com

Jewish Education
Kiersten Zweibaum 
info@shalomPCS.com

Communications
Cristina Altieri-Martinez   
cmartinez@shalomPCS.com

Spiritual Life
Peter Schaffer 
pschaffer@shalomPCS.com
 
Finance
April Lasher Sanders  
alasher@shalomPCS.com

Fundraising
Kenneth Fuirst   
kfuirst@shalomPCS.com

High Holidays
Richard Solomon 
info@shalomPCS.com

Human Resources
Karen Neuburger
info@shalomPCS.com

Membership  Engagement
Laurie Hirsch Schulz  
lhirschschulz@shalomPCS.com

Membership Outreach
Leyla Nakisbendi
leyla@shalomPCS.com

Israel Action
Ofri Felder
ofelder@shalomPCS.com

Seth Rutman  
srutman@shalomPCS.com

Rosh Chodesh
Robin Berman
info@shalomPCS.com

Tikkun Olam
Michael Gold  
mgold@shalomPCS.com

Youth 
Laurie Hirsch Schulz
info@shalomPCS.com

To contact PCS:   Phone  (914) 769-2672;  Fax (914) 769-1795;  Website: www.shalomPCS.com

  Marcy Gray, Synagogue Administrator: (914) 769-2672; mgray@shalomPCS.com

  Galit Sperling, Religious School: (914) 773-0043; principal@shalomPCS.com

  Barbara Doctor, Member Accounts: (914) 747-3017; Accounts@shalomPCS.com
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To All PCS Members:

If you or another member suffer personal tragedy or loss or are otherwise in need of help, 
please immediately call Rabbi Mark at (914) 769-2672, and Michael Gold at (914) 238-9219. 

                        febrUARY 2015 Yahrzeits

Leslie Ogrin, father of Mara Cohen      February 1
Marion Gaines, mother of Jonathan Church     February 1
Syd Gitelson, mother of Rhea Wolfthal      February 1
Manya Shapiro, mother of Tammy Neustein    February 2
Irving Steinhauer, grandfather of Peter Grekin    February 4
Patricia Fineman, sister of Roberta Berman    February 8
Rose Schwartz, mother of Nancy Mayers     February 8
Eleanor Blackman, mother of Jonathan Blackman   February 11
Annette Sheft, mother of Janice Gambino     February 13
Charles Fisher, grandfather of Dorian Goldman    February 13
Ruth Dollinger, mother of Jeffrey Dollinger     February 15
Sara Grekin, grandmother of Peter Grekin     February 17
Belle Karmen, grandmother of Abbe Karmen    February 19
Lillian Cutler, grandmother of Gaby Golod Greenwald   February 20
Doris Klein, mother of Eric Klein      February 21
Milton Perlmutter, father of David Perlmutter    February 25
Benjamin Jablow, son of Andrea and Robert Jablow; 
    brother of Terry Jablow       February 25
Ida Cohen, mother of Hirsh Cohen      February 28
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PLEASE NOTE: Checks preferred. To help our bookkeeper, please issue separate checks for dues or other special events. 
Checks should be made payable to “Pleasantville Community Synagogue.” Please indicate the fund to which you are donating 
in the memo section of your check and mail your check to PCS, PO Box 148, Pleasantville, NY  10570.
If paying by credit card, please email this form to Accounts@shalomPCS.com, fax it to (914) 769-1795, or call Barbara 
Doctor at (914) 747-3017, or PCS, (914) 769-2672 to provide your credit card information.

 

 

Pleasantville Community Synagogue 
 

FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR 
SUPPORT 

 
Building Fund 
To preserve the beauty and functionality of our physical plant, and to build reserves for 
future expansion. 

 
General Fund/Fair Share 
Helps to finance any need of the synagogue considered necessary by the Board of 
Trustees. All unspecified gifts are credited to the General Fund. 

 
Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
Supports various individuals, organizations and/or programs at the discretion of the rabbi. 

 
Hebrew School Scholarship Fund 
Provides scholarships to children who would like to attend our Hebrew School and may not 
currently have the financial resources to do so. 

 
Yahrzeit Memorial Board Nameplate ($360) 
A nameplate with the name and date of departed loved ones will be lit in their honor on 
the anniversary of their passing. Please contact the office for appropriate form. 
*********************************************************************************** 

Name and fund selected:    

Donation in honor/memory of (please specify which):   

Donor contact information (if not a PCS member):    

Name and address of third party for acknowledgement of your donation if applicable: 
 

 

 
 

 

  Check enclosed 
  Bill my credit card 
 

Credit Card #      Exp. Date:   /    

Circle One: VISA MasterCard 

Name as it appears on card:   - 

Phone number in case verification is needed: 

Your Signature   Amount to charge:   

Print Name 
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NEWSLETTER ACCEPTS ADS!

The PCS newsletter is published monthly, online, from September through June, and it is emailed to every 
member family as well as to prospective members and some Jewish organizations.

If you provide professional or business services in the area, the PCS newsletter might provide some extra, 
valuable visibility.  To arrange for your ad to appear in the newsletter, here’s what you need to know:

* Deadlines:
Ads should be submitted by the 15th of the month by emailing them to mgray@shalompcs.com.

* Ad Specifications:
Ads will be published in one size only:  one-quarter page, which is approximately 3½ x 4¾ inches.  The 
entire ad (both text and artwork) should be provided by the advertiser in GIF, JPEG, PDF or TIFF format 
ONLY. Please proofread your ad before sending.

* Advertising Rates:
The cost per ad (for 10 issues - no bulletin is published in July and August) is $125 for ¼ page.  Note: Checks 
preferred; please mail checks to Pleasantville Community Synagogue, PO Box 148, Pleasantville, NY 10570 
with “newsletter ad” in the memo section.  To pay by credit card, please call the synagogue office at (914) 
769-2672.

The PCS Newsletter is published monthly, online, from September through June. Articles and photos should be 
submitted by the 24th of the month. They can be e-mailed to Roberta Korus or Estelle Rosen-Kersh, Editors, at 
robertakorus@gmail.com or eaststar18@optonline.net, or dropped off at the newsletter box in the synagogue office. 

Pleasantville Community Synagogue   *   219 Bedford Road   *   Pleasantville, NY 10570
                                               phone  (914) 769 - 2672                  fax (914) 769 - 1795

About The Newsletter
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Note:  Times and dates of events may change after the newsletter has come out. To get the latest 
information on any possible changes, please check the calendar on our website: www.ShalomPCS.com. 
Calendars for future months are also on the website.
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February 2015 - PCS Calendar

1

11:00am Rabbi Mark's

class

2

7:15pm Yoga class

3

7:30pm Tu B'Shvat

workshop

4

 
   Tu B'Shvat

New Year for Trees

5 6

7:15pm Services

 

 

4:59 pm - Candle lighting

 

7

9:00am Morning

Meditation;  Shabbat

Service, 9:30 includes

special musical

presentation

Kita Hey Havdalah

Parashat Yitro

 

6:31 pm - Havdalah

8 9

7:15pm Yoga class

10 11 12 13

7:15pm Services

 

5:08 pm - Candle lighting

 

 

14

9:00am Morning

Meditation;  Shabbat

Service, 9:30 am

Shabbat Shekalim

Shabbat before Rosh

Chodesh Adar 

Parashat Mishpatim

6:39 pm - Havdalah

15

 

 

 

 

 

No Hebrew School

16

7:15pm Yoga class

17 18 19

Rosh Chodesh Adar

 

 

 

No Hebrew School

20

7:15pm Services

 

5:17 pm - Candle lighting

21

9:00am Morning

Meditation; Family

Education Shabbat

Service, 10 am

Parashat Terumah

 

6:48 pm - Havdalah

22

11:30am Rabbi Mark's

class

 

 

Executive Board meeting

 

No Hebrew School

23

7:15pm Yoga class

24

 

 

 

 

Board of Trustees

meeting, 7:30 pm

25 26

 

 

 

 

 

27

PJ Shabbat Dinner

Kita Dalet Shabbaton

 

 

 

5:25 pm - Candle lighting

28

9:00am Morning

Meditation; Shabbat

service including Bat

Mitzvah of Samantha

Rothfarb, 9:30 am

Parashat Tetzaveh

Shabbat Zachor Shabbat

 

6:56 pm - Havdalah

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday


