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I was seated in a coffee shop last month
- one morning between Rosh Hashanna
and Yom Kippur - and I couldn’t help
overhearing an elderly woman explaining
to her companion the difference between
the ways her church approaches fasting,
and the Jewish approach to fasting.
“We fast, and then we celebrate,” she
said. “The Jews celebrate, and then they
fast!”
I couldn’t fault her for seeing it that way
– indeed that’s the way most Jews think
about the Jewish holidays! But as I’ve
written before, that’s not exactly the way
our tradition intended it. The Jewish
tradition actually established Rosh
Hashanna as the initiatory holiday of the
season, followed by the fast day of Yom
Kippur, all of which was meant to
prepare us for the major fall harvest
festival of Sukkot, a joyous, celebratory
event culminating with the final holiday
of Shemini Atzeret – the Eighth Day
Wrap-Up Holiday – on which is also
celebrated Simchat Torah – the Joy of the
Torah.

TISHREI 15 - CHESHVAN 15 5773

As meaningful as the High Holidays of
Rosh Hashanna and Yom Kippur are, we
get a skewed view of the tradition unless
we follow the holiday cycle to its
conclusion. And I hope you’ll join us for
that this year!
It all began with our Sukkot services, on
Monday October 1 and Tuesday October
2 at 8 am. If you’ve not been to a Sukkot
service you’re really missing something.
We paraded around the sanctuary with
palm fronds and other species, and the
holiday looks for all the world like an
ancient Summerian fertility rite (on which,
by the way, it was in part based). We
return again on Monday October 8 at 8
am (Columbus Day – you may already
have the day off!) for Shemini Atzeret.
Monday night October 8 at 6 pm is the
beginning of Simchat Torah (until about
7:30 or 8:00 pm, so bring the kids). And
then we wrap it all up on Tuesday the 9th
at 8 am with the final reading from the
Torah, followed immediately by the first
reading of the year. (See more on this and
on our two honorees starting on page 5).
I hope you’ll be with us to experience the
full arc of the joyous holiday season!

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
As we move beyond Rosh
Hashanna and Yom Kippur, and
into the Fall festival of Succot, as
well as the holidays of Shemini
Atzeret and Simchat Torah, our
thoughts turn to continuity and
tradition.
If it’s true that we all stand on
the shoulders of our ancestors
who preceded us, then it also
follows that we all share in the
responsibility of maintaining,
protecting and nurturing the
uncommon history and heritage
that has been handed down to
us.
I was recently overseas on
business, when a colleague (who
happens to be of a different faith)
made an interesting observation.
He told me, “The Jewish people
are truly unique with much to be
proud of. You represent less than
1% of the world’s population, but
probably 80% of the world’s best
doctors and medical advances,
and 85% of the most brilliant
legal minds and global business
leaders.”
Albeit his numbers were
embellished a bit to make his

point, his core message is correct.
We do have much to be very
proud of.

In a community of our size, by
necessity we place more of a
premium on participation.

Has any group or culture been
responsible for a higher
percentage of significant
contributions to the world,
covering myriad disciplines and
professions, with a smaller
percentage of the world’s
population?

If we can “Do” and make a
contribution with our own
individual skill sets, knowledge
and time, the community
needs it. If we choose to
dedicate our participatory efforts,
understanding and time to
“Prayer,” the community needs
that.

This is especially impressive when
one considers that we lost onethird of our people during the
Holocaust.
Here at PCS, we may be a smaller
community, but we have never
been short of talented and
extraordinarily dedicated
individuals.
The three basic tenets of any
synagogue (or house of worship
of any faith for that matter),
have always been, and
continue to be, a necessary
staple for success, growth and
stability. Our predecessors and us
still have the same requirements
for synagogue life, the 3 D’s:
Doers, Daveners and Donators.

And, if Hashem has provided us
with a little more than we may
require with respect to material
wealth and sustenance, and we
can share that blessing with our
shul and community in order for
it to thrive and grow, then our
community needs “Donators” as
well.
Whatever our abilities and station
in life are, please make a
conscious decision to dedicate
and share those blessings with
our synagogue community. They
are needed and invaluable assets
to PCS. Chag Sameach to
everyone!
--- Jerry Neuburger

Pleasantville Community Synagogue Mission Statement
Pleasantville Community Synagogue is a transdenominational, inclusive community, a spiritual home deeply rooted in
Torah (study), Avodah (prayer), and Gemilut Chasadim (deeds of loving-kindness). We seek to facilitate lifelong spiritual
growth by engaging each member wherever that member may be on life’s journey, embracing all generations. We
encourage Tikkun Middot (repair of the self) and Tikkun Olam (repair of the world) through Jewish education for all ages,
social action, Ahavat Yisrael (love of Israel), and a commitment to the understanding and fulfillment of mitzvot. We are a
highly participatory community which relies on the commitment of time and energy from all members and which aspires
to become an integral part of each member’s life and their family’s lives.
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HEBREW SCHOOL HAPPENINGS

By Ronni Metzger, Principal

This year started off with a blast! Literally. The students had the opportunity to touch,
smell and attempt to blow the shofar! This hands-on activity not only brought this ancient
custom to light, but also informed the students of how difficult it is to create a single sound
from the ram’s horn. A new respect was found for the person who has to produce 100
blasts of the shofar on Rosh Hashanna.
The first day of school was also an Open House. Several prospective families came and
observed the Hebrew School. A few of the children participated in some of the class
activities. I am hopeful that we will have some new faces here at PCS.
We have been trying to take advantage of the beautiful weather and had a few lessons
outside. We even conducted a short prayer service outside, with wonderful participation
of the staff and students.
We are excited about the activities planned for October (please mark your calendars):
Thursday, October 4, 2012, the students will have an opportunity to have music and snack
in the Sukkah!
(Sunday, October 7, 2012 NO CLASS)
Sunday, October 14, 2012, 9:00 am, all are welcome to come help take down the Sukkah!
Thursday, October 18, 2012, 7th grade bar mitzvah meeting with the parents in the
evening. Watch for more information to come.
Sunday October 21, 2012, we will be making Challah with the Vav class, parents are
encouraged to come and join the fun.
Thursday, October 25, 2012, Israeli Soldiers will visit the Hebrew School to share their
stories and talk about Israel!
Friday, October 26, 2012, come to PCS for services and a special Shabbat dinner with an
Israeli soldier!
We are also in the process of planning an Open House so you can meet our faculty!
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The Best of Old World
Elegance, Rural Beauty and
Modern Amenities
Parties of all sizes welcome
One affair per day
Kosher catering available

FINE DINING
ATTENTION TO DETAIL
SUPERIOR SERVICE
To arrange a visit with our event
planner, please contact us at
914-235-4400
or by email at
info@fountainheadcaterers.com

Pleasantville Community Synagogue Officers and Trustees
Officers
President: Jerry Neuburger
Vice President: April Lasher Sanders
Vice President: Kiersten Zweibaum
Secretary: Michael Safranek
Treasurer: Oren Cohen
Board of Trustees
Cristina Altieri-Martinez
cmartinez@shalomPCS.com
Oren Cohen
ocohen@shalomPCS.com
Gary Greenwald
ggreenwald@shalompcs.com

Evan Kingsley
ekingsley@shalompcs.com

Seth Rutman
srutman@shalompcs.com

Richard Levine
info@shalomPCS.com

Michael Safranek
msafranek@shalomPCS.com

Leyla Nakisbendi
info@shalompcs.com

April Lasher Sanders
alasher@shalompcs.com

Karen Neuburger
info@shalompcs.com
Jerry Neuburger
jneuburger@shalomPCS.com

Kiersten Zweibaum
kzweibaum@shalompcs.com
Rabbi Mark Sameth
rabbi@shalompcs.com

Amy Gutenplan
info@shalompcs.com

To contact PCS:

Laurie Hirsch Schulz
lhirschschultz@shalompcs.com

Phone (914) 769-2672; Fax (914) 769-1795; Website: www.shalomPCS.com

			

Marcy Gray, Synagogue Administrator: (914) 769-2672; mgray@shalomPCS.com

			

Ronni Metzger, Religious School: (914) 773-0043; principal@shalompcs.com

			

Barbara Doctor, Member Accounts: (914) 747-3017; Accounts@shalomPCS.com
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SIMCHAT TORAH, 5773!
On Simchat Torah we conclude the reading of the Torah for the past year, roll it back, and begin the
reading of the Torah for the New Year. It is a special honor to be called to read the last section (from
Deuteronomy) and the first section (from Genesis). Please join us for this special celebration. The
party – and it is a party! - begins Monday night October 8 at 6 pm. Guaranteed joyous fun for
children and adults! Then come back Tuesday morning, October 9 at 8 am, for the last and first
readings of the year. Our honorees this year are Michael Gold and Richie Levine.

MICHAEL GOLD, CHATTAN TORAH
Michael Gold is a long-time member of Pleasantville Community Synagogue. Michael has distinguished himself
in our community as the Chair of our Social Action Committee, the head of our annual Yom Kippur Food
Drive, and as the founder of Under One Roof, a collaborative charitable initiative of the Upper Westchester
Muslim Society and Pleasantville Community Synagogue. Michael was honored earlier this year for his work by
the Westchester Jewish Council, which awarded him the Julian Y. Bernstein Distinguished Service Award. It is
a joy to honor Michael this year as our Chattan Torah.

Michael and his wife Helen are the proud parents of Ruthie, a senior at the University of Pennsylvania, and
Aaron, a freshman at George Washington University. Helen is an attorney with the Legal Aid Society Juvenile
Rights Division where she represents abused and neglected children. She performs this most difficult task
diligently, professionally and successfully. Michael, a former federal prosecutor, is a practicing criminal defense
attorney in Manhattan.
Michael was raised with his two sisters, Caralee and Wendy, in Brooklyn, New York. His mother, Ronnie, was
the national President of Pioneer Women, who worked tirelessly to ensure Israel’s very existence. His father,
Eugene, inspired by Michael’s mom, became an international leader who negotiated the release of thousands
of Soviet Jews. Michael inherited their passion for Jewish and social causes.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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SIMCHAT TORAH, CONTINUED

As a young adult, Michael was a national leader in the anti-Viet Nam war movement and was a principal
coordinator of the student strike against the war. He organized and led protests throughout the Boston area and
was one of the national spokesmen, appearing on radio and television to advance the cause. Upon graduating
Brandeis University, he joined the Student Struggle for Soviet Jewry where he was one of three coordinators for
New York City and orchestrated community action designed to contact and encourage the Soviet Jewish
population, while pressuring the government for their release . In 1973, he went to the Soviet Union, met with
many Jewish “refuseniks” and broadcast their stories upon his return in his speeches and activities throughout the
metropolitan area on their behalf. He met with visiting Soviet dignitaries and was one of many voices who
ultimately succeeded in forcing the Iron Curtain to yield and permit Jews to emigrate. During the Yom Kippur war,
Michael went to the front lines, military hospitals and, upon his return to the US, spoke to many NY and NJ
synagogues to highlight Israel’s specific and desperate needs.
In 2001, Michael and his family became members of the Pleasantville Community Synagogue. Michael joined the
Social Action Committee and became its chairman more than 10 years ago. He, along with his committee, has
spearheaded countless food and clothing drives to aid day laborers, the interfaith food pantry, elderly Jews and the
men’s shelter. He has devoted enormous energy on behalf of the women’s shelter where he has babysat, helped
paint the shelter and cooked, and is in constant contact to arrange ongoing assistance. He has raised money for
orphaned and destitute Israeli children and sold paintings created by severely disabled Israeli artists so they could
continue their flight from ravaged bodies and soar on canvas. For 5 years, he and his committee supervised the
synagogue’s financial pledge to an Israeli victim of terrorism. His latest endeavor has reached beyond purely Jewish
affairs and embraced the Upper Westchester Muslim Society with whom he has formed Under One Roof, to help
promote community dialogue, while jointly supporting humanitarian projects. This collaborative effort has resulted
in significant fundraising for several local and global projects and he looks forward to further charitable work and
social gatherings between our communities.

RICHARD LEVINE, CHATTAN BEREISHIT
Richie Levine is a long-time member of Pleasantville Community Synagogue. His involvements here at PCS
are many: he is the Chair of our Building Committee; he has an active role in governance as a member of the
Board of Trustees; and he is a regular participant at Shabbat and holiday services, including being a member
of our Torah Readers’ Circle. It is a joy to honor Richie this year as our Chattan Bereishit.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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SIMCHAT TORAH, CONTINUED

I am a product of 4th generation American Conservative Judaism and from parents who were non-observant of the
Jewish religion. I myself was not involved with Judaism after my Bar Mitzvah. My wife Lilly is of Italian- American descent (half Sicilian and half Calabrase) and was non- observant of the Catholic religion after confirmation. At the time
of our marriage we decided to raise a family of the Jewish religion and were married by a rabbi.
Our family was a member of the JCC and our children Jessica and Robert were at the JCC at the early ages of 3 years
for pre-school. When the children were 6 and 5 years old respectively my lovely wife Lilly stated that “these kids need
some kind of religion and if you don’t bring them to a temple I am going to bring them to a church.” So, as a member
of the JCC I asked “I need a temple quick. Can you refer me to a local temple?” Their response to me was that there
is a temple called Pleasantville Community Synagogue that holds their High Holiday services at the JCC and they are
located on Bedford Road here in town. I immediately began to scout out the location of this temple for immediate
membership.
Once I located this church-looking building completely surrounded by residential single family homes I spoke to a
synagogue member who had been volunteering to do outdoor plantings. I addressed her with the fear that maybe
the synagogue would not accept my membership. I actually received more than I bargained for. This lovely congregant responded to me with “hey, if you can’t make it here you’ll never make it anywhere else.” I was shocked, then I
was relieved and finally I was pretty excited.
Our family attended our first service on a sweltering Friday night July 4th weekend in 2005. We met Rabbi Mark and
Malcolm Netburn, we sang and even danced. It was a beautiful night and we really enjoyed ourselves. As time went
on we continued to go to services every Friday night together and I went on Saturdays alone. I made a commitment to
my wife and my children that I would stand by them every step of the way and that I would be directly involved with
their temple life and the people of the temple for the duration of our membership. Although the kids have passed Bar
and Bat Mitzvah ages, we continue involvement to this day.
Although it is an honor to share this Simchat Torah, I would like to express my gratitude for the beautiful temple, Rabbi
Mark, the people of the synagogue and everything that my family has been afforded by our involvement with temple
life at Pleasantville Community Synagogue.

OCTOBER 2012
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FOR YOUR TEENS:
THE COURSE THEY ASKED ME TO
TEACH!
Comparative Religion with Rabbi Mark and Visiting Clergy
For 8th -11th Graders
Select Sunday mornings 11:30 am, beginning Oct. 14

Is religion the cause of the world’s problems, or perhaps the solution? What do Christians, Muslims,
Buddhists, Hindus - and Jews - really believe? What’s the difference between “religion” and “spirituality”?
Can spiritual seekers learn from each other, or are we destined to fight with each other forever?
In this remarkable course, high school students (and 8th graders) will journey with Rabbi Mark to explore
the great spiritual traditions of the world. We’ll learn about the origins of - and possible solutions to - some
of the world’s most long-standing disagreements, and come away perhaps with a new understanding of
the role Judaism has to play in this critical time in world history.
With Rabbi Mark and special guest teachers!

RSVP to Rabbi Mark at pcsyn@mindspring.com or call 769-2672.
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PCSers Speak
					- By Evan Kingsley, Trustee
This year on first day Rosh Hashanna, Rabbi Mark called groups to the bimah, as is the PCS custom, recognizing the
many ways that we members are engaged with synagogue and with community. From individual to communal, from
spiritual to physical, from episodic to serial, there are so many, many ways.
Though we’re only about 150 families strong at PCS, the bimah was beyond filled this Rosh Hashanna for every
Torah aliyah. It seemed as though well more than half of us present in our JCC “sanctuary” took a turn chanting the
blessings before a Torah reading with our fellow congregants, each engaged in their own way. That’s because PCS
has so many “ways in” and so many modes of engagement.
And yet, as a congregation, we struggle each year to meet our membership and financial goals. Maybe it’s because
we don’t make it easy. We make ourselves work for the reward of engagement.
Anyone who has attended a lecture by Dr. Sarah Tauber; stayed up for one of Rabbi Mark’s late-night study sessions;
danced around the synagogue on Shabbat evening; renovated the bathrooms; joined with our Muslim neighbors to
break bread; or planned the annual Purim Shpiel over glasses of wine… anyone who has made the effort to be an active participant in just one of the myriad offerings at PCS each year knows the walk up to the bimah at Rosh
Hashanna is a small part of the reward.
I grew up in a congregation many times the size of PCS but without quite the breadth of opportunity for engagement. Maybe the need was less acute; Jews in the 1960s and 1970s suburbia felt a stronger need to join a synagogue as both obligation and necessity. There was obligation to support the Jewish community within the still-visible
shadow of the Holocaust. There was a need to identify with the Jewish community in the context of the active threats
to Israel’s existence. And there was a desire (or so it seemed) to join a synagogue for social and business relations. It
is what you did.
But many of us feel we’re beyond that need, we suburban Jews, where relationships now easily glide across religious,
professional and cultural sectors; where interfaith families rival same-faith families in number and thereby fluidly
extend our social fabric; where we’ve largely reached a level of cultural comfort as a generation far removed from the
threats that Jews, as Jews, once felt.
PCS offers many “ways in” because each of us experiences our need for a Jewish connection in complex and perhaps
less pressing ways.
But it feels really good to stand on the bimah at Rosh Hashanna as someone connected to PCS in one of those myriad
ways. As someone who has done it, I encourage you to try it in 5773.
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B’NEI MITZVAH PROJECTS

By Jeremy Stone
For my Bar Mitzvah project, I helped an organization called the Pinwheel Project. The Pinwheel Project is a non-profit
charity that provides assistance to families with a child in the hospital. The Pinwheel project is currently helping 14 hospitals throughout New York, one in Miami, and the Ronald McDonald Houses in New York City and Westchester.
I am choosing to help raise money for meal vouchers. Meal vouchers are provided to families of the sick children who
cannot afford to purchase food at the hospital. The money I raise will help provide food vouchers to for the families of
children at Woodhull Medical & Mental Health Center in Brooklyn, New York.
To date, I helped raise over $1,000, which is enough to feed families with children in the hospital for over a month.
I chose to raise money for meal vouchers because I am helping kids that are less fortunate than me and can’t even
afford to have a lunch every day.

UNDER ONE ROOF
Under One Roof, a collaborative charitable relief organization comprised of members of the Pleasantville Community Synagogue and Muslims from Westchester, is angered, saddened and repulsed by the recent outrage of religious bigotry and
wanton violence that continues to leave death and destruction in its wake. Whether in the form of an amateur video or
political cartoon, there is simply no room or reason for insulting millions of religious adherents, be they Muslim, Jew,
Christian or any other denomination. However, these hurtful words can never be a justification for the deliberate and
calculated killing of innocents under any circumstances. Those that burn religious books or release defamatory literature
or other offensive materials must be denounced for the ignorance and bigotry they represent. But they can never be an
excuse to unleash waves of reckless attacks half a globe away against people who likely equally disapprove of the bilious
message. The Talmud and the Quran agree that the murder of one innocent person is like killing the world. We mourn the
loss of life and pray that words and actions enhance our ability to live together rather than constantly pull us apart.
- Michael Gold, Chairman: PCS Social Action Committee
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Bar Mitzvah on Masada: A Fantastic Accomplishment
By Seth Greenwald
As soon as we entered the baggage claim area of Ben Gurion Airport in Tel Aviv, I knew everything would be fine. Up until that
point uncertainty and fear were ever present in the back of my mind. The airport was well lit, nicely designed and very clean. And
what of the numerous armed soldiers lined up in plain sight situated in all the right strategic places? Well to be honest, there were
none; it was just my imagination on heightened alert again.
Israel has left an indelible impression on me and my family. Our little contingent included my wife, son, mother and brother-in-law.
On the bus most mornings at 8 am, we didn’t get back to our hotel until 6 pm. There was just too much to see and do for us to
enjoy any appreciable downtime. The country is not much larger than New Jersey but contains the history of the world. This was
more than a vacation. It was an education.
On the bus on our way to Masada, the tour guide indicated that the hill on our right was where David slew Goliath. “Wasn’t that
just another Bible story?” asked a fellow tourist. The guide explained that there is significant archeological evidence indicating that
this very hill was where the battle had occurred more than 3,000 years ago. Immediately, my mind raced back to the past imagining myself sitting on the hill watching this momentous fight. So long ago, so alive.
Moving alongside the Dead Sea I noticed that there were salt deposits quite a distance away from the water’s edge. The guide first
told us that this was the lowest point on Earth. Then she exclaimed that in fifty years time the Dead Sea may disappear completely.
How could this be? This historic body of water has existed since the beginning of time. Now man is draining its precious contents
in record quantities for his own gain. Surely we are a sad species if we allow this horrific event to happen.
The cable car ride up Masada was packed. Our tour guide gave us the option of hiking up the mountain, but surprisingly the 105
degree heat scared away most of us. From the top we could see the Dead Sea and beyond that, Jordan. Not a cloud in the sky. My
71- year- old mother was wilting in the heat. Thoughtfully the open air bimah was equipped with an overhead screen blocking out
most of the direct sunlight. My mom and I gave out a collective sigh of relief.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
OCTOBER 2012
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When pride collides with history you know it will be a good day. Listening to my only son recite his parsha on top of Masada is an
experience indelibly etched in my mind. I am an avid photographer. Constantly looking at life through the lens of a camera. When I
put down the camera in order to focus on the sights and sounds of the moment, I knew this day was very special. Looking around
at my family with damp eyes I understood how lucky I was to be here. There’s something about thousands of years of history that
puts a life in perspective.
At that moment, I felt a sense of accomplishment like never before. We planned this trip for over a year. (Truth: we would never
have made it here without my wife’s tireless efforts.) We travelled over 5,000 miles. Suffered near heat stroke. And now my son had
written himself into the book of the Jewish people. Incredible. Grand open vistas have a way of making us feel small. On this day, my
family and I were the biggest people in the world.

Redefining the Country Club Experience.

limited memberships
banquets
private parties
bar/bat mitzvahs
weddings

WWW.BRYNWOODCLUB.COM
914.273.9300 | ARMONK, NY
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With 5,700 years of experience
to draw from, these
folks teach a
really good class!

Introduction to Judaism
 18 session course at FIVE convenient Westchester locations
 taught by diverse and dynamic rabbis and cantors from all over Westchester
 for Jews, non-Jews, prospective Jews, folks related to Jews…A WELCOMING
ENVIRONMENT …COME LEARN WITH US.
Each location will offer the same curriculum and schedule of topics.
Nominal tuition varies by location – call the number below for details!
Presented by

The Westchester Board of Rabbis
In collaboration with

Westchester Adult Jewish Education (WAJE) and The Westchester Jewish Council

Yorktown Heights

Pleasantville

2966 Crompond Road

600 Bear Ridge Road

Yorktown Jewish Center
Thursdays
7:15pm-9:15pm

Begins: October 18

th

Tarrytown

Rosenthal JCC

JCC on the Hudson

Wednesdays
7:30pm-9:00pm

Thursdays
7:30pm-9:30pm

Begins: October 10

th

Harrison

Scarsdale

Maxx Properties

JCC of Mid-Westchester

371 South Broadway

600 Mamaroneck Avenue

Thursdays
7:30pm-9:30pm

Thursdays
7:30pm-9:30pm

Begins: October 25th

Begins: October 18

Begins: October 18

th

999 Wilmot Road

th

To register or for further information, contact WAJE Director Nina Luban waje@wjcouncil.org 914-328-7001
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TISHREI 15- CHESHVAN 15 5773

PAGE 13

PAINTING FROM THE
INSIDE OUT
Guided by Eve-Marie Elkin Schaffer,
LCAT, LMSW
Painting from the Inside Out uses paint as a
catalyst for growth and exploration….encouraging adults and children to express spontaneously,
without judgment or concern for outcome.
The paintbrush is a tool; whether it is a color a
dot, an outline or an image, a gesture appears
from within. Spontaneity is awakened for
exploration and play.
No training is involved. No skills required;
just the desire to experience a sense of
freedom and joy.
More info: www.evemarieelkin.com
eveelkin@yahoo.com, 914 909 6292

Hola, ¿habla español?
¿No? ¡Qué pena!

STRATEGIC
ADVISORS FOR
NON-PROFITS

SPANISH LESSONS
Brush up on your Spanish:
• if you’re traveling
• to have a conversation
• to prepare for your school or college
exams
Native Spanish speaker with an MA in
Language Teaching.
Call Cristina A. Martinez at 914-739-7457, or
email: inspanish@optonline.net

PLANNING,
FUND RAISING
BOARD DEVELOPMENT
Evan Kingsley

Vice President and
Senior Consultant

483 Tenth Avenue, Suite 530
New York, NY 10018
(212) 727 7332
www.whelangroup.com
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OCTOBER 2012 Yahrzeits
Melvin Lessner, Father of Jan Gordon 			
Morris Berenbaum, Uncle of Helen Harrison 		
David Silverberg, Father of Galia Silverberg 			
Sandy Karmen, Mother of Abbe Karmen 			
Dyna Gordon, Mother of Bernard Gordon 			
Nathan Bergenfeld, Father of Andrea Orlander 		
Janete Collins, Mother of Beth Manners 			
Hinda Berenbaum, Grandmother of Helen Harrison
Rhoda Scherer, Mother of Susan Scherer 			
Harold Faust, Father of Barry Faust 				
Henry Elkin, Father of Eve Marie Schaffer 			
Arnold Reisman, Father of David Reisman 			
Florence Fuchs, Sister of Audrey Lenoff 			
Rose Dulberg, Grandmother of Lisa Lipkin 			
Ruth Goldberg, Mother of Eric Goldberg 			
Esther Levine, Mother of Susan Netburn 			
Irwin Rutman, Father of Seth Rutman 			
Warren Singer, Stepbrother of Sharon Friedman 		

October 2
October 5
October 7
October 9
October 9
October 11
October 12
October 17
October 19
October 20
October 20
October 20
October 20
October 21
October 21
October 22
October 26
October 29

To All PCS Members:
If you or another member suffer personal tragedy or loss or are otherwise in need of help, please immediately call Rabbi Mark at 769-2672, and Michael Gold at 238-9219.

NEWSLETTER ACCEPTS ADS!
The PCS Newsletter is published monthly, online, from September through June, and it is emailed to every
member family as well as to prospective members and some Jewish organizations.
If you provide professional or business services in the area, the PCS newsletter might provide some extra,
valuable visibility. To arrange for your ad to appear in the newsletter, here’s what you need to know:
* Deadlines:
Ads should be submitted by the 15th of the month. They can be emailed to Judy Chinitz at judyhope@
optonline.net or cristina@lightbodymusic.com.
* Ad Specifications:
Ads will be published in one size only: one-quarter page, which is approximately 3 1/2 x 4 3/4 inches.
The artwork should be provided by the advertiser.
*Advertising Rates:
The cost per ad (for 10 issues - no bulletin published in July and August) is $100 for 1/4 page. Note:
Checks preferred. Can be mailed to Pleasantville Community Synagogue, PO Box 148, Pleasantville, NY
10570 with “newsletter ad” in the memo section. To pay by credit card, please call the synagogue office
at 914-769-2672.
OCTOBER 2012
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The Westchester Jewish Council is busy planning the 2012-2013 year and we already have many exciting events planned for the
community. Please put these dates on your synagogue/organization calendar. We will send out more information to include in
your bulletins as the dates get closer.
Saturday, November 17, 2012
Night of Jewish Music and Joy held at Temple Israel Center of White Plains - This event is co-sponsored by Kol Hazzanim, the
Cantors of Westchester and UJA-Federation of New York.
Saturday, February 9, 2013
Westchester Jewish Council’s 37th Annual Gala honoring our President Ron Burton. This event will include a concert by singer/
songwriter David Broza.
Wednesday, May 22, 2013
Westchester Jewish Council’s 37th Annual Meeting and Julian Y. Bernstein Distinguished Service Awards Ceremony honoring 18
deserving community leaders from our member organizations.
Sunday, June 2, 2013 (TENTATIVE)
Celebrate Israel Parade

PCS committee chairs
All the Committees of The Pleasantville Community Synagogue are
eager for your participation and
suggestions. If you’d like to get
more involved in the life of the
PCS community, this is the way to
begin! Below are the names of the
committees, their chairs, and contact information.
Adult Education
David Felder
info@shalomPCS.com
Emma Reisman
info@shalompcs.com
B’nei Mitzvah
Ed Sperling
edsperling@gmail.com
Building Committee
Richard Levine
rlevine@shalomPCS.com
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Jewish Education
Kiersten Zweibaum
info@shalomPCS.com

Human Resources
Lisa Lipkin
llipkin@shalomPCS.com

Communications
Cristina Altieri-Martinez
cmartinez@shalomPCS.com

Membership Engagement
Laurie Hirsch Schulz
lhirschschulz@shalomPCS.com

Spiritual Life
Peter Schaffer
pschaffer@shalomPCS.com

Membership Outreach
Leyla Nakisbendi
Leyla@shalomPCS.com

Finance
Oren Cohen
ocohen@shalomPCS.com
Fundraising
Kenneth Fuirst
kfuirst@@shalomPCS.com
High Holidays
Jerry Neuburger
jneuburger@shalomPCS.com

PLEASANTVILLE COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE NEWSLETTER

Israel Action Committee
Ofri Felder
ofelder@shalomPCS.com
Seth Rutman
srutman@shalomPCS.com
Tikkun Olam
Michael Gold
mgold@shalomPCS.com
Youth Committee
Evan Kingsley
ekingsley@shalomPCS.com

OCTOBER 2012

EAST MEETS WEST FLOWERS
provides personalized floral design services
whether for business or pleasure, add a
touch of luxury with a
distinctive Asian Fusian custom floral
arrangement

JAN L. GORDON
EAST MEETS WEST FLOWERS
PLEASANTVILLE, NY

914 769 1151

EASTWESTFLOWERS@GMAIL.COM
WWW.EASTMEETSWESTFLOWERS.COM
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Contributions
We appreciate the thoughtfulness of those who support the Pleasantville Community Synagogue by
remembering and honoring their friends and loved ones through their generous contributions.

KIDDUSH FUND

JACKIE AND ROBERT STONE, IN HONOR OF THE OCCASION
OF THEIR SON, JEREMY, BECOMING A BAR MITZVAH.
ALI AND BEN SEREBIN

FAIR SHARE/GENERAL FUND
EILEEN JAGODA
ALI AND BEN SEREBIN
CARREN KLEINMAN AND GERRY KAUFMAN, IN HONOR OF THE
HIGH HOLIDAYS

ED SPERLING FUND

CORA GREENBERG, IN HONOR OF HER FATHER, DR. JEFFREY
GREENBERG

JODIE AND TIM ROSSI

DAVID EBERT IN SUPPORT OF THE RABBI AND THE PCS COMMUNITY

ANONYMOUS

AUDREY RABINOWITZ AND JEFF TURKEL, IN MEMORY OF
AUDREY’S FATHER, ALAN RABINOWITZ

SCHOLARSHIP FUND

EMMA AND DAVID REISMAN

EILEEN JAGODA

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
ALI AND BEN SEREBIN IN THANKS TO RABBI MARK FOR
BABY-NAMING ASSISTANCE.
EMMA AND DAVID REISMAN

About The Newsletter
The PCS Newsletter is published monthly, online, from September through June. Articles and photos should be submitted by
the 24th of the month. They can be e-mailed to Judith Chinitz, Editor, at judyhope@optonline.net or dropped off at the newsletter box in the Synagogue office.
Pleasantville Community Synagogue * 219 Bedford Road * Pleasantville, NY 10570
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phone (914) 769 - 2672

fax (914) 769 - 1795
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funds available for your support
General Fund
Finances any need of the synagogue
considered necessary by the Board of
Trustees. All unspecified gifts are credited to the General Fund.

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Supports various individuals, organizations and/or programs at the discretion
of the Rabbi.

Building Fund

Hebrew School Emergency
Scholarship Fund
Provides scholarships to children who
would like to attend our Hebrew School
and may not currently have the financial resources to do so.

Kiddush Fund
Your donation provides lunch after
services on Shabbat morning: salads,
bagels and pastry.

To preserve the beauty and functionality of our physical plant, and to build
reserves for future expansion.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO PLEASANTVILLE COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE
Send acknowledgement to: ________________________________________________________________
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________________
In honor/
memory of: _______________________________________________________________________________
Fund: ___________________________________________________________________________________
Amount: _____________________________
Please send me an acknowledgement of this gift.

Yes

□

No

□

PLEASE NOTE: To help our bookkeeper, please issue separate checks for dues or other special events. All donations
should be made payable to Pleasantville Community Synagogue (please indicate which fund in the memo section of
your check).
OCTOBER 2012
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TISHREI - CHESHVAN 5773

Sunday

30

Help put up the PCS
Sukkah! 9 am

Erev Sukkot
No Hebrew School
Pre- and Post-Adoptive
Parent Group at PCS - 6
pm *
6:20pm-6:38pm - Candle
lighting

Monday

October 2012 - PCS Calendar

Sukkot I - Services 8 am
Yoga Class at PCS, 7:15
pm

...

Sukkot VII
No Hebrew School

7

6:09pm-6:27pm - Candle
lighting

Kita Zayin, 11 am
Hebrew High
School/Rabbi's
Comparative Religion
Class, 11:30 am

Tzahal Shalom, Oct.
21-31

1

14

21

Tuesday

Sukkot II - Services 8 am

2

Wednesday

Sukkot III (CH"M)

3

Thursday

4

Sukkot IV (CH"M)

7:47pm-7:48pm Havdalah (72 min)

8
Shmini Azeret -Services
at 8 am
Simchat Torah
celebration and services 6 pm
NO YOGA CLASS

...

15

Yoga Class at PCS, 7:15
pm

22

Yoga Class at PCS, 7:15
pm

Kita Zayin, 11 am
Hebrew High
School/Rabbi's
Comparative Religion
Class, 11:30 am

5

Sukkot V (CH"M)
6:12pm-6:30pm - Candle
lighting

9

10

Simchat Torah - Services
8 am

11
Board meeting, 7:30 pm

Shabbat dinner
Children's Service
PCS House Band

16

Rosh Chodesh event, 7
pm
Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan

23

17
High Holiday Committee
meeting, 7:30 pm
Spiritual Life Committee
meeting, 7:30 pm

7th grade parents'
meeting, 7 pm

24

18

PCS House Band

12

19

5:50pm-6:08pm - Candle
lighting

Yoga Class at PCS, 7:15
pm

30

31

Morning Meditation, 9
am; Shabbat Service,
9:30 am
Sukkot VI (CH"M)

7:40pm-7:41pm Havdalah (72 min)

25

Evening with Israeli
soldier
Children's Service

26

1

Children's Service
PCS House Band
5:31pm-5:49pm - Candle
lighting

7:29pm-7:30pm Havdalah (72 min)

13

...

20

Morning Meditation, 9 am
Family Education
Shabbat 10 am
Parashat Noach

2

Morning Meditation, 9
am; Shabbat Service,
9:30 am
Parashat Lech-Lecha

7:09pm-7:10pm Havdalah (72 min)

website.

OCTOBER 2012

27

...

Morning Meditation, 9
am; Shabbat Service,
9:30 am
Parashat Vayera

Note: Times and dates of events may change after the newsletter has come out. To get the latest information on any
possible changes, please check the calendar on our website: www.ShalomPCS.com. Future months are also on the

PLEASANTVILLE COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE NEWSLETTER

...

Morning Meditation, 9
am; Shabbat Service,
9:30 am
Bar Mitzvah - Jayson
Calvi
Parashat Bereshit

7:00pm-7:01pm Havdalah (72 min)

PAGE 20

6

7:19pm-7:20pm Havdalah (72 min)

5:40pm-5:58pm - Candle
lighting

29

Saturday

Bar Mitzvah - Samuel
Cohen Angove

6:01pm-6:19pm - Candle
lighting

7:36pm-7:37pm Havdalah (72 min)

Pre- and Post-Adoptive
Parent Group at PCS - 6
pm *

28

Friday

3

...

We need your help!
COME DO A MITZVAH ...
AND HAVE FUN!

If you missed helping to put up the Sukkah
please come help take it down at PCS on

Sunday, October 14, at 9 am.

SAVE THE DATE:
Monday October 1: Sukkot services, 8 am
Tuesday October 2: Sukkot services, 8 am
Monday October 8: Shemini Atzeret/Yizkor services, 8 am
Monday, October 8: Simchat Torah services and celebration, 6pm
Tuesday October 9: Simchat Torah services, 8 am
Wednesday October 10: Introduction to Judaism at the JCC, 7:30 pm
Saturday October 20: Family Education Shabbat, 10 am
Saturday October 27: Phil Paris returns to PCS! Shabbat Service, 9:30 am
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