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As I wrote last month, we are
beginning something really special
at PCS this fall. Starting on Sunday,
October 26 from 11:30 am to 1:00
pm, I’ll be teaching a class called
“Judaism for Non-Jews.” It’s open to
members, non-members, non-Jews…
and yes, Jews too. We’re calling it
“Judaism for Non-Jews” specifically
because we want a class where
intermarried couples can come
together and learn about Judaism
historically – as you would in a
comparative religion course in
college – spiritually – after all, the
course is being taught by a rabbi –
and also through the lens of
interpersonal and family relations.
Let me say it up front: This is not a
conversion class. Judaism is very
theologically relaxed. We believe if
there’s a heaven, all good people are
going there. For any number of
different reasons, people have come
to me privately over the years to talk
about converting to Judaism, but
you’re not going to be hearing about
that from me. The only goal here is
that everyone feel comfortable, get
their questions answered, and have a
place to talk with other intermarried
folks about how they’ve made their
intermarriages work. We’ll be
looking to set up some discussion
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times separate and apart from the
classes for that.
We are extremely grateful to UJAFederation (“Good Together”) for
awarding us the grant that has made
this program possible. Again, as I said
last month, the goal is simple: to make
sure folks know that Pleasantville
Community Synagogue welcomes the
inter-married; to create spaces in the
community for the inter-married to
come together and talk about
common interests and concerns; and
to provide educational and
experiential opportunities for folks
who are not Jewish themselves but
are partnered with Jews and/or
helping to raise Jewish children, in
which to learn about Judaism, to gain
the knowledge and skills they need to
better personally support their family’s
choice, and in the process, we hope,
to draw strength and inspiration for
themselves from this 4,000-year-old
tradition.
If you know anyone you think might
appreciate this opportunity – they
don’t have to be members of our
community – please pass the word.
We’ll be kicking off a series of late
Sunday morning (11:30 am to 1:00
pm) get-togethers - “Judaism for NonJews” - on October 26. There’s no
charge, but RSVPs are appreciated.

HEBREW SCHOOL HAPPENINGS
By Galit Sperling, Principal
We are off to a wonderful start to the year at PCS Hebrew School!
Students began the year learning about Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, the High Holy Days;
Blowing the shofar, eating apples and honey, and learning the prayers and rituals associated with this special time.
We have an incredible teaching staff this year at PCS, made up of returning teachers Jaime Chervin, Tamar Drucker,
Karen Stamatis, Jennifer Chervin, and Jamie Cotel. We welcome Ann Farago to our family, as well as welcoming back
7th grade teacher Isaac Brooks! In addition, we are thrilled to have Madrichim (teen leaders) Katie Ross, Liana Sameth,
Tova Teitel-Greene, Isaac Gordin and Michelle Siegel assisting with Hebrew School classes and programming.
An exciting year of programming and curriculum is planned, and we look forward to continuing to grow and learn
with our students!
Coming Up in October:
Sunday, October 5: Decorating and Experiencing the PCS Sukkah
Thursday, October 9 - Thursday, October 16: No School (Sukkot, Shmini Atzeret)
Friday evening, October 24: 1st/2nd Grade (Kitah Alef/Bet) Shabbaton!

Lucy, Josh and Ava having fun with
their apples and honey!

Gimel student Gabby holding the shofar
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Alef/Bet students creating special
plates for Rosh Hashanah

Daled students preparing the
ingredients for an apple cake
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“SNAP” AT PCS
On September 19, PCS hosted its first ever SNAP Service (Special Needs At Pleasantville). The 30-minute, Friday night
service was designed especially for our special needs congregants and their families. 14 kids and 9 families
welcomed Shabbat together. We shared Kiddush in small groups and then moved to the sanctuary, where each
child had the chance to introduce a tradition to our Shabbat Storyboard. We sang, played instruments, and danced
and marched to Leha Dodi with colorful scarves and tambourines.
For one 13-year-old boy, coming to the SNAP service at PCS marked the first time he went to synagogue with his
family. For the parents of another child, it was the opportunity to attend a service together and feel safe, to not
worry as much about their child’s behavior. For me, I was touched to see my children at SNAP among friends,
participating in learning and music-making led by Rabbi Mark, and to know that PCS truly welcomes and embraces
everyone.
Our next SNAP services take place right before Simchat Torah and Hanukkah. Please spread the word! Members
and non-members are welcome! You may also RSVP (not required but preferred) and join our mailing list for SNAP
announcements with Vivian Chang-Freiheit at: vivianpiano@yahoo.com.
- Vivian Chang-Freiheit
******************
Mark Your Calendars!
Thursday, October 16, 2014
SNAP Kiddush & Simchat Torah
5:30 – 6 PM (followed by Simchat Torah celebration with House Band at 6PM)
Friday, December 12, 2014
SNAP Kiddush & Hanukkah
6:45 – 7:15 PM (followed by Service/Children’s Service with House Band at 7:15)
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Simchat Torah Honorees
Every year at the holiday of “Simchat Torah” (“Rejoicing in the Torah”) two members of the PCS
community have the honors of reading the very last lines of the Torah for the year past, and
the very first lines of the Torah for the New Year. This year, the community will be honoring
Past President, Peter Schaffer, and long-time member, Henry Hoffman.
Peter is the longest-serving president in PCS’s history, and with his deep interest in all things
spiritual, also served as the chair of our Spiritual Life Committee. No one has given more to our
community, in passion, in commitment, and in sheer hours of work. Moreover, Peter’s Jewish
connections are both broad and deep. On any given Shabbat morning, you might see Peter
leading the morning meditation; chanting from the Torah; engaging the children in discussion
at Family Education Shabbat; kibitzing over the Kiddush lunch; and then deep in conversation
with the adult Torah study. We are glad to be able to honor him this year.
Henry, we are blessed to say, is one of our community’s longest-lived members, now in his 90th
year (his 90th birthday being a few months away). Henry has been chanting both Torah and
Haftarah at PCS for many years, and it is always a special honor for us when he does. The trope
(musical figures) Henry chants with have a distinctive sound; he learned them as he was preparing for his Bar Mitzvah in Germany, just before World War II. Henry escaped to America in
the nick of time, and went back to Europe as an American citizen only a few years later to fight
the Nazis. He deflects attention on his heroic deeds, but it is no overstatement to say that he is
one of the greatest of the “greatest generation” and we are honored to be in his presence.
Two extraordinary individuals; we are blessed to honor them both. We hope you’ll join us at
both the 6 pm evening service, Thursday evening October 16; and then again at the 8 am
morning service October 17. Peter and Henry will be chanting at the morning service, which
concludes by 10:30 am.
- Rabbi Mark

Pleasantville Community Synagogue Mission Statement
Pleasantville Community Synagogue is a transdenominational, inclusive community, a spiritual home deeply rooted in
Torah (study), Avodah (prayer), and Gemilut Chasadim (deeds of loving-kindness). We seek to facilitate lifelong spiritual
growth by engaging each member wherever that member may be on life’s journey, embracing all generations. We
encourage Tikkun Middot (repair of the self) and Tikkun Olam (repair of the world) through Jewish education for all ages,
social action, Ahavat Yisrael (love of Israel), and a commitment to the understanding and fulfillment of mitzvot. We are a
highly participatory community which relies on the commitment of time and energy from all members and which aspires
to become an integral part of each member’s life and their family’s lives.
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Peter Schaffer
I was born in Brooklyn and spent my first 12 years in an Orthodox enclave, Sea Gate, living in a 3-family
house with a set of grandparents, an aunt and uncle and 2 cousins. Other relatives also lived in Sea Gate
and the rest of my family was either in Brooklyn or Queens. We were all Orthodox, though I remember
my parents discomfort about the separation of men and women in synagogue, so that when we moved to
Scarsdale, we joined a conservative synagogue where I became a Bar Mitzvah. I then attended 2 years of
further study at Temple Israel Center. My experiences were not pleasant, and by the time I left for
college I was moving away from any involvement with synagogue life other than to attend services on
High Holidays or special occasions.From then until my mid 30’s I remained a largely secular Jew, though
I was deeply interested in the world of spirit and became involved in new age spirituality. Eventually I
turned to Kabbalah and Jewish mysticism in general. I studied for 5 years and count this as the source of
my deepest feelings about my Jewishness and the motivation to rejoin a synagogue and to involve myself
in the practices and rituals of Jewish life. In 2002, after having been a member of 4 other synagogues, I
found PCS and have been here ever since - experiencing a profound sense of coming home.
At PCS I became a board member in 2003 and the President in 2009, serving 2 terms before retiring in
2012. During that time and since, I became a regular attendee of the Shabbat services on Saturday
mornings and a part of the Torah reading circle. The study of Torah, love of the Shabbat service and the
community has been my practice and commitment during these years. I am infused with a connection to
the divine through the practice of the rituals and prayer, particularly in community. In recent years I have
established a regular early morning meditation practice, which helps me to connect to God and my higher
self and which guides my life in almost every way.
Peter Schaffer
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Wine-Tasting Event
The Adult Education Committee event at Best Wine Purveyors on September 9 was a total success.
We gathered at the very elegant wine shop at 210 Marble Avenue and were taken on a “tour” of various
Israeli wines. Not only did we learn a lot about winemaking, we also heard about the rapidly growing industry of winemaking in Israel, the soil there, and how kosher wines are made.
The evening had the double benefit of raising funds for Israel’s Magen David Amon.
Also, Mark Mazur, Operations Manager, made every possible effort to have Israeli wines at hand in anticipation of the High Holidays.
We are thankful for his professionalism and good cheer, and we also thank Barbara Doctor and Marcy Gray
for organizing.
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ASK THE RABBI:
The Evolution of the Hebrew Alphabet; Jewish Belief;
and other topics on the minds of our fourth graders.
On September 18, Rabbi Mark met with our Fourth Grade (Kitah Dalet) Class for a
session of “Ask the Rabbi.” Here’s a very brief selection from the wide-ranging
discussion that afternoon:
Eli Brown: Why are there two upside-down nuns in the Torah?
Rabbi Mark: That’s so funny. My sister-in-law in Orgeon just e-mailed me the other day with almost the same question! (There’s a
missing letter nun in the “Ashrei” prayer.) No one knows for sure. Some people say that the upside down nuns in the Torah are there
to set off the lines between the nuns as a separate book of the Torah. Why? No one knows! There’s lots of plain, good advice in the
Torah, and also some secrets. If you figure this one out, Eli, will you let me know?!
Joseph Hock: Why is there the “ch” sound in Hebrew?
Rabbi Mark: Today is the day Scotland votes to decide whether they will remain part of Britain. I’m thinking of them because they have
the sound too. Languages evolve in different places, using many of the same sounds, but different ones too. In Africa, one language
uses pops and whistles. Whatever language(s) you grow up speaking, the sounds are familiar and usually easy to make. As you get
older, it’s harder to make sounds you didn’t make when you were younger.
Emma Leis: How do you say “Gangham Style” in Hebrew?
Rabbi Mark: That would be “Signon Gangham.”
Jaden Lieb: My father’s name is Jonathan. What is that in Hebrew?
Rabbi Mark: Actually, the name Jonathan comes from the Hebrew: Yonatan. There are lots of names in English that come from
Hebrew: Abraham comes from Avraham. There are many more.
Ethan Taboh: What is Ethan in Hebrew?
Rabbi Mark: There’s another great example! The name Ethan also comes from the Hebrew. In Hebrew the name is Eitan.
Ben Stahl: How do you say “now” in Hebrew?
Rabbi Mark: That would be “achshav.”
Olivia Solomon: How were Jewish letters made?
Rabbi Mark: Well, they began as pictographs, little drawings. (Draws on board.) Here’s the original letter alef, which was drawn as an
ox-head. Turn it upside down and what do you have? (Class calls out: “The letter A!”) Here’s the original letter mem, which was drawn
as a jagged line to look like a river; because it stood for the word “mayim” (water). If I erase all but the middle section, what letter is
that? (Class calls out: M!”)

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
OCTOBER 2014
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ASK THE RABBI, CONTINUED

Ian Rhodes: Why is the letter mem special?
Rabbi Mark: All the Hebrew letters are considered special. But there are three ways the letter mem is special: 1) it’s the pictograph
for water, as I just explained; 2) it’s the middle letter in the word “emet” which means true (which teaches us we need to to see both
sides when we look for the truth); and 3) it makes the sound of quieting down, so when we chant the Shema we can focus on God’s
oneness and the way we’re all connected to each other..
Lucy Solomon: If history had been different, would there be an Israel?
Rabbi Mark: Well, there has been an Israel three times in history. Once more than three thousand years ago. Then an army came and
deported us to Babylonia, and then we came back and established Israel a second time. Then another army came in the year 70, and
that time it took almost 2,000 years before we established Israel again. So I can’t prove it, but I feel that, even if history had been
different, we would have had an Israel somehow.
Maren Kenna: Jesus Christ was Jewish. So why did Christianity become a thing? Why did it become its own religion?
Rabbi Mark: I’m so glad you asked me that question. You’re absolutely right. Jesus was Jewish. He went to synagogue. He wore a tallit.
All of those things. He lived in northern Israel in an area called the Galilee – it’s beautiful; I hope you all get a chance to go there one
day! And that’s why Israel is holy to Christians as well as to Jews. Jesus was a great teacher, and he taught a lot of great lessons from
the Torah, like “love your neighbor as yourself.” He had a wonderful reputation, and some of the Jews at that time thought he might
even be the Messiah. The Messiah is someone who some Jews believe will one day bring world peace. But then Jesus died, and there
were still wars, and the Jews realized that he was not their Messiah. But other people in other countries heard about him, and a new
religion formed called Christianity. Christians believe that Jesus will come back, and next time will bring world peace.
Eli Brown: So Jesus split the Israelites in two? And were the Christians Jews before they were Christians?
Rabbi Mark: No, Jesus did not split the Israelites. The Israelites were Jews, and they almost all stayed Jewish. The people who became
Christian were mostly from other countries, and had not been Jewish. The people who became Christian came from different
backgrounds. Some were polytheists (people who believe in many gods). Some were pagans (people who worship nature). That’s
where you get the word “Sunday” from. There were people in ancient times who prayed to the sun, and that was their special day for
prayers.
Lucy Solomon: How did you decide to be a rabbi?
Maren Kenna: That was my question!
Rabbi Mark: OK, well I’m glad you both asked. I wasn’t always a rabbi.
Lucy Solomon: What were you before?
Rabbi Mark: Well, most of the time I was a songwriter.
Ava Klein: He wrote a song called “Pregnant Again.”

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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ASK THE RABBI, CONTINUED

Rabbi Mark: How did you know that?! Yes, for a singer named Loretta Lynn. That was a long time ago. Anyway, one day I looked at
the side of my bed and there was stack of books all about Judaism and the Torah stacked up to the mattress, and I realized that what
I really wanted to do was to study to be a rabbi. And I did.
Ian Rhodes: How do you say “antidisestablishmentarianism” in Hebrew?
Rabbi Mark: OK, that would be “antidisestablishmentarianism b’ivrit.” “B’ivrit” means “in Hebrew.”
Ava Klein: How do you say orange juice in Hebrew?
Rabbi Mark: That would be “mitz tapuzim.”
Jaden Lieb: What’s your favorite sports team?
Rabbi Mark: Jaden, if I answer that I’ll make some people happy and others upset.
Jaden: Tell us!
Rabbi Mark: I’ll tell you this: I married into a family of huge Yankee fans. (Some cheers; some sighs.) But my grandfather was a huge
Mets fan. (Other cheers; other sighs.) But the first game he ever took me to was actually to see the Brooklyn Dodgers play at Ebbets
Field. I was a little boy, but I still remember it!
Joseph Hock: Why in an Orthodox synagogue do they have most of the important stuff on the men’s side?
Rabbi Mark: In Orthodox Judaism, men are obligated to daily prayer, while for women it’s optional. I think there are other reasons,
too., but that’s the big factor.
Michelle Siegel: Why do we have a Bar or Bat Mitzvah?
Rabbi Mark: In Judaism, Bar or Bat Mitzvah means that you have become an “entry level” Jewish adult. That means, there are lots of
adult things you can’t do yet – drive, vote, all of that. Still, we are serious about the fact that you are at an adult level now. You can
make up one of the ten people we need for a prayer service (minyan). Beyond that, you are considered morally responsible now for
your own actions. We say, we trust that you’ve learned and are a responsible person now. And Michelle, you are.

OCTOBER 2014
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HELP PUT UP THE PCS SUKKAH!
Sunday, October 5, 9 am.
Come do a mitzvah and have fun!
All are welcome.
And then come back...
Sunday, October 19 to help take it down!
***
Pleasantville Community Synagogue
219 Bedford Road, Pleasantville, NY ~ 914-769-2672
info@shalompcs.com ~ www.shalomPCS.com
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AMAZING GRACE

A DOCUMENTARY FILMED AT NEW YORK STATE’S
MAXIMUM SECURITY PRISON FOR WOMEN
will be screened at

PLEASANTVILLE COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE
219 Bedford Road, Pleasantville, NY 10570

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19, 4 pm

Q&A will follow with
Anne Lloyd, Amazing Grace Director & RTA Facilitator
The film documents women in the Rehabilitation Through The Arts (RTA) group in
Bedford Hills Correctional Facility as they rehearse, talk and perform in
Amazing Grace, an original musical based on their writings.
Rehabilitation Through The Arts is a non-profit organization that uses
the arts to teach life skills to men and women behind prison walls.

Hosted by Pleasantville Community Synagogue &
Rehabilitation Through The Arts
This event is free and open to the public.
For more information, please contact Ann Mitchell, info@rta-arts.org.
OCTOBER 2014
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The Jews of the Arab Countries: What Happened to Them?
was the subject and question of a presentation given at PCS by Egyptian-born
lecturer, Joseph Levy. The well-attended event saw many in the audience challenge a number of Mr. Levy’s premises in the stimulating Q & A that followed.
Thanks and kudos to Adult Education committee chair Barbara Doctor for putting together another successful program!
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EXTRA! EXTRA! PCS NEEDS A NEW
NEWSLETTER EDITOR!

Do you have just a few hours a month to spare?
Do you want to have some fun, be creative
and be an integral part of your synagogue?
(And, yes, it's also a mitzvah!)
PCS has been extremely fortunate to have Judy Chinitz
at the helm of its monthly newsletter for years,
and she will be moving on now to the New York Times.
(Not really but she is moving on from the PCS newsletter...)
If you're ready to do something different and worthwhile working
with the PCS Communications Committee,
please contact Marcy Gray,
mgray@shalompcs.com or 769-2672.
No editorial or graphic design experience necessary.

OCTOBER 2014
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Please join us for another joyful

Pajama Shabbat!

Friday night, October 24
5:45 pm doors open ~ 6:00 pm Pajama Shabbat Service (up to age 6)
6:15 pm Dinner* (all ages) ~ 7:15 pm Family Service featuring our
Hebrew School 1st and 2nd Graders and the PCS House Band ~
8:30 pm Festive “Oneg Shabbat” Refreshment Hour

PLUS: PCS will be hosting visiting IDF soldiers for the evening!
*The dinner is free but RSVPs are a must. Call 769-2672.

You’ve read about us in the New York Times.
You’ve heard about us from friends & neighbors.
Pleasantville Community Synagogue... with members from twenty towns, villages
and cities all across Westchester.

Joyful Judaism!
Celebrating 17 Years ~ Fair Share Dues means anyone can belong
Rabbi Mark Sameth, named one of the “36 Most Inspiring Rabbis in America”
by the Jewish Daily Forward ~ Galit Sperling, Principal ~
For the Top Ten Reasons to Join PCS visit: www.ShalomPCS.com
(914) 769-2672, info@shalomPCS.com ~ 219 Bedford Road, Pleasantville, NY
PAGE 14
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YOM KIPPUR FOOD DRIVE
Donations collected at the Rosenthal JCC

FRIDAY EVENING, October 3
SATURDAY MORNING, October 4
Please see below for items most needed.
There are over 200,000 hungry people in Westchester County,
and the Jewish Community Council of Pelham Parkway serves
individuals in need throughout the county.

Please bring your bags of food to the JCC.
There will be a truck waiting for your donations.

NO GLASS OR
PERISHABLES
If you need to
arrange an
alternative pick up
time, please e-mail
Michael Gold
or call him at 914238-9219.

Cereals: Hot or Cold, Corn Flakes, Frosted Flakes, Froot Loops,
Instant Oat Meal, Grits
Meats & High Protein Groups:
Canned Meats: Spam, Ham, Meat Spread, Beef Stew, Chicken,
Corned Beef
Canned Fish: Tuna, Salmon, Sardines, Mackerel
Canned/Dry Beans: Kidney, Lentils, Butter Beans, Great Northern,
Lima
Canned Soups: With Beans, Chicken, Ham or Beef
Peanut Butter, Macaroni & Cheese, Canned Ravioli, Canned
Spaghetti& Meat Balls (Chef Boyardee products)
Drink Mixes: Ice Tea, Kool Aide, Tang, 100% Juices in Plastic
Bottles or Cans; Canned or Powdered Milk, Juices, Coffee, Tea, or
Hot Chocolate
Canned Products: Fruits, Vegetables, Spaghetti Sauce
Dried Fruits: Raisins, Apricots, Prunes
Pasta , Grains & Rice: Plain Rice and Rice Mixes, Plain Pasta,
Crackers, Nuts
Health & Beauty Aides

Please. Give generously.

OCTOBER 2014
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Intermarried?
You can get a lot out of yoga even if you’re not Hindu.
You can get a lot out of meditation even if you’re not Buddhist.
You can get a lot out of Judaism even if you’re not Jewish.

Take our free “Judaism for Non-Jews” class & join our Intermarried Discussion Group this fall at
Pleasantville Community Synagogue, with members from twenty towns, villages, and cities across Westchester
For more information: (914) 769-2672 or info@shalomPCS.com 219 Bedford Road, Pleasantville, NY

YOU’RE MORE THAN WELCOME!

Joyful Judaism!

PAGE 16
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Redefining the Country Club Experience.

limited memberships
banquets
private parties
bar/bat mitzvahs
weddings

MORE THAN 25 YEARS
EXEPERIENCE IN:

•

INDIVIDUAL, GROUP AND FAMILY

PSY-

WWW.BRYNWOODCLUB.COM
914.273.9300 | ARMONK, NY

CHOTHERAPY

•
•
•
•
•

PLAY THERAPY
COGNITIVE BEHAVIORAL THERAPY
EDUCATIONAL ADVOCACY
PARENT SUPPORT GROUPS
PARENT TRAINING AND EDUCATION

SPECIALIZING IN THE TREATMENT OF:
ANXIETY, OCD, DEPRESSION, ADHD,
OPPOSITIONAL DEFIANT DISORDER, LOW SELF
ESTEEM, SOCIAL SKILLS
DEFICITS, ADJUSTMENT TO DIVORCE/ TRANSITIONS, LEARNING DIFFICULTIES, DEVELOPMENTAL DELAYS, RELATIONSHIP
DIFFICULTIES

The Best of Old World Elegance, Rural Beauty and Modern Amenities
Located in a country setting, the newly renovated clubhouse features a stunning
ballroom windowed throughout, with panoramic views of a spectacular
golf course and surrounding hills.

Parties of all sizes welcome
One affair per day
Kosher catering available

Salem Golf Club
18 Bloomer Road, North Salem NY 10560 914*669*5485 www.salemgolfclub.org

OCTOBER 2014
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CAMP NA’ALEH
 The perfect camp for PCS families! 
Sports ‐ Swimming ‐ Arts & Crafts ‐ Trips ‐Tikkun Olam ‐
Israel Education ‐Conversational Hebrew ‐ Shabbat ‐
Kibbutz Values ‐ Leadership Training
Now enrolling campers ages 8‐16 (currently in grades 3‐9)
Half summer and full summer (7 weeks) programs
Plus shorter session options for first time campers

PCS Families receive $100 if you mention this ad!
First time camper incentives & scholarships are available
For more information contact:
Adam Benmoise, Executive Director
adam@naaleh.org or 212‐229‐2700
www.naaleh.org

Pleasantville Community Synagogue Officers and Trustees
Officers
VP, Treasurer: April Lasher Sanders
Vice President: Kiersten Zweibaum
Vice President: Laurie Hirsch Schulz
Vice President: Mark Freiheit
Secretary: Michael Safranek
Board of Trustees
Cristina Altieri-Martinez
cmartinez@shalomPCS.com
Mark Freiheit
info@shalompcs.com
Gary Greenwald
ggreenwald@shalompcs.com
Amy Gutenplan
agutenplan@shalompcs.com

To contact PCS:

Eric Klein
info@shalompcs.com
Richard Levine
info@shalomPCS.com
Sheila Major
info@shalompcs.com

Michael Safranek
msafranek@shalomPCS.com
April Lasher Sanders
avivalasher@optonline.net
Laurie Hirsch Schulz
lhirschschultz@shalompcs.com

Leyla Nakisbendi
info@shalompcs.com

Richard Solomon
info@shalompcs.com

Karen Neuburger
kneuburger@shalompcs.com

Kiersten Zweibaum
kzweibaum@shalompcs.com

Seth Rutman
srutman@shalompcs.com

Rabbi Mark Sameth
rabbi@shalompcs.com

Phone (914) 769-2672; Fax (914) 769-1795; Website: www.shalomPCS.com

			

Marcy Gray, Synagogue Administrator: (914) 769-2672; mgray@shalomPCS.com

			

Galit Sperling, Religious School: (914) 773-0043; principal@shalompcs.com

			

Barbara Doctor, Member Accounts: (914) 747-3017; Accounts@shalomPCS.com
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PAINTING FROM THE
INSIDE OUT
Guided by Eve-Marie Elkin Schaffer,
LCAT, LMSW
Painting from the Inside Out uses paint as a
catalyst for growth and exploration….
encouraging adults and children to express
spontaneously,
without judgment or concern for outcome.
The paintbrush is a tool; whether it is a color a
dot, an outline or an image, a gesture appears
from within. Spontaneity is awakened for
exploration and play.
No training is involved. No skills required;
just the desire to experience a sense of
freedom and joy.
More info: www.evemarieelkin.com
eveelkin@yahoo.com, 914 909 6292

Hola, ¿habla español?
¿No? ¡Qué pena!
SPANISH LESSONS
Brush up on your Spanish:

FINE DINING
ATTENTION TO DETAIL
SUPERIOR SERVICE

• if you’re traveling
• to have a conversation
• to prepare for your school or college
exams
Native Spanish speaker with an MA in
Language Teaching.
Call Cristina A. Martinez at 914-739-7457, or
email: inspanish@optonline.net

OCTOBER 2014

To arrange a visit with our
event
planner, please contact us at
914-235-4400
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october 2014 Yahrzeits
Donald LePatner, Father of Gilda Borenstein 		
Samuel Lipkin, Grandfather of Lisa Lipkin 			
Robert Greene, Father of George Teitel-Greene 		
Anne Silverman, Mother of Janet Silverman 			
Alan Rabinowitz, Father of Audrey Rabinowitz 		
Irving Schaffer, Father of Peter Schaffer 			
Mildred Strauss, Mother of Fredric Strauss 			
Jerrold Silberger, Father of Monte Silberger 			
Melvin Lessner, Father of Jan Gordon 			
Morris Berenbaum, Uncle of Helen Harrison 			
Sandy Karmen, Mother of Abbe Karmen 			
Dyna Gordon, Mother of Bernard Gordon 			
Mitch Rosenberg, Father of Joan Krasne 			
Nathan Bergenfeld, Father of Andrea Orlander 		
Hinda Berenbaum, Grandmother of Helen Harrison 		
Edythe Rosenberg, Mother of Joan Krasne 			
Rhoda Scherer, Mother of Susan Scherer 			
Janet Collins, Mother of Beth Manners 			
Henry Elkin, Father of Eve-Marie Schaffer 			
Arnold Reisman, Father of David Reisman 			
Florence Fuchs, Sister of Audrey Lenoff 			
Ruth Goldberg, Mother of Eric Goldberg 			
Rose Dulberg, Grandmother of Lisa Lipkin 			
Esther Levine, Mother of Susan Netburn 			

October 1
October 1
October 2
October 3
October 5
October 5
October 6
October 8
October 10
October 13
October 17
October 17
October 18
October 19
October 25
October 26
October 27
October 28
October 28
October 28
October 28
October 29
October 29
October 30

To All PCS Members:
If you or another member suffer personal tragedy or loss or are otherwise in need of help, please immediately call Rabbi Mark at 769-2672, and Michael Gold at 238-9219.

NEWSLETTER ACCEPTS ADS!
The PCS Newsletter is published monthly, online, from September through June, and it is emailed to every
member family as well as to prospective members and some Jewish organizations.
If you provide professional or business services in the area, the PCS newsletter might provide some extra,
valuable visibility. To arrange for your ad to appear in the newsletter, here’s what you need to know:
* Deadlines:
Ads should be submitted by the 15th of the month. They can be emailed to Judy Chinitz at judyhope@
optonline.net or cristina@lightbodymusic.com.
* Ad Specifications:
Ads will be published in one size only: one-quarter page, which is approximately 3 1/2 x 4 3/4 inches.
The artwork should be provided by the advertiser.
*Advertising Rates:
The cost per ad (for 10 issues - no bulletin published in July and August) is $125 for 1/4 page. Note:
Checks preferred. Can be mailed to Pleasantville Community Synagogue, PO Box 148, Pleasantville, NY
10570 with “newsletter ad” in the memo section. To pay by credit card, please call the synagogue office
at 914-769-2672.
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King David
Memorial Chapel, Inc.
King David
Memorial Chapel, Inc.

G e n e r a t io n s o f l a s t i n g s e r v i c e t o
t h e J e w i sh C o m m un i t y

▪ Family Owned and Operated
▪ Handicapped Accessibility
▪ Graveside Services
▪ Monuments
▪ Preneed and Prepaid Planning
▪ Fully Accommodating Facilities
288 East Main St reet ▪ Mt. Kisco, NY 10549
914-241-7100 ▪ www.kingdavidmemorials.com

Joan Reidy

NYS Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

654 Columbus Avenue
Thornwood, NY 10594
Bus: 914 769-3584
Cell: 914 260-5540
Fax: 914 769-2302
joan.reidy@randrealty.com
www.joanreidy.randrealty.com
www.joanreidy.com

G e n e r a t io n s o f l a s t i n g s e r v i c e t o
t h e J e w i sh C o m m un i t y
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

An Independently Owned and Operated Franchisee
of Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC.
®

Family Owned and Operated
Handicapped Accessibility
Graveside Services
Monuments
Preneed and Prepaid Planning
Fully Accommodating Facilities

288 East Main St reet ▪ Mt. Kisco, NY 10549
914-241-7100 ▪ www.kingdavidmemorials.com

PCS committee chairs
All the Committees of The
Pleasant-ville Community
Synagogue are eager for your
participation and suggestions. If
you’d like to get more involved in
the life of the PCS community, this
is the way to begin! Below are the
names of the committees, their
chairs, and contact information.
Adult Education
Barbara Doctor
bdoctor670@gmail.com
B’nei Mitzvah
Ed Sperling
edsperling@gmail.com
Building Committee
Richard Levine
rlevine@shalomPCS.com

Jewish Education
Kiersten Zweibaum
info@shalomPCS.com

Human Resources
Karen Neuburger
info@shalomPCS.com

Communications
Cristina Altieri-Martinez
cmartinez@shalomPCS.com

Membership Engagement
Laurie Hirsch Schulz
lhirschschulz@shalomPCS.com

Spiritual Life
Peter Schaffer
pschaffer@shalomPCS.com

Membership Outreach
Leyla Nakisbendi
Leyla@shalomPCS.com

Finance
April Lasher Sanders
alasher@shalomPCS.com
Fundraising
Kenneth Fuirst
kfuirst@@shalomPCS.com
High Holidays
Richard Solomon
info@shalomPCS.com

OCTOBER 2014
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Israel Action Committee
Ofri Felder
ofelder@shalomPCS.com
Seth Rutman
srutman@shalomPCS.com
Tikkun Olam
Michael Gold
mgold@shalomPCS.com
Youth Committee
Laurie Hirsch Schulz
info@shalomPCS.com
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September 8 and 15
WJCS Senior Programs in Mt. Vernon will host Current Events: The Lead Stories with Edward Pressman, instructor
from Westchester Community College. The discussion group, which meets from 1:00 - 3:00 PM at Sinai Free Synagogue, 550 N. Columbus Avenue, Mt. Vernon, is presented by the College’s Mainstream Institute for mature adults.
It is funded by a grant from the Westchester County Department of Senior Programs and Services. Contact Rabbi
Andy Bossov, 914-668-4350 or abossov@wjcs.com.
September 18
Post-War Art in America with Collector Marc Zeitschik is a short introduction to that period of the main schools of
modern and contemporary art, highlighting the contributions of Jewish artists. Zeitschik owns the Jose-Marc Gallery and is a docent at the Hudson Valley Center for Contemporary Art. RSVP is required if lunch at a cost of $4.00
and free, local, round-trip transportation are requested.
WJCS Senior Programs in Mt. Vernon, Sinai Free Synagogue, 550 N. Columbus Avenue, Mt. Vernon. Contact Rabbi
Andy Bossov, 914-668-4350 or abossov@wjcs.com.
WJCS Havorah and Temple Shaaray Tefila invite individuals with developmental disabilities to join in a special High
Holy Day experience on Thursday, September 18, at 7:00 PM at Temple Shaaray Tefila, 89 Baldwin Road in Bedford
Corners. The event will feature music, singing and dancing. Participants are welcome to bring songs and poems
about the High Holy Days. RSVP to Sylvia Davi, havorah@wjcs.com or 914-761-0600 x124, with your name, email
address, phone number and any special dietary needs.
October 14
WJCS Havorah and Congregation Sons of Israel will host a Sukkot celebration for people with developmental disabilities on Tuesday, October 14 at Congregation Sons of Israel
1666 Pleasantville Road, Briarcliff Manor, NY. The event features music, singing, dancing and shaking the Lulav &
Etrog as well as arts and crafts. Refreshments will be provided. RSVP is required. Please send your name, email address, phone number and special dietary needs to havorah@wjcs.com or call 914-761-0600 x124.
October 23
Three for the Show with Lu Gmoser, award-winning musical theatre scholar and producer, features the glories of
Zeigfeld in a piano-vocal performance with commentary at WJCS Senior Programs in Mt. Vernon, Sinai Free Synagogue, 550 N. Columbus Avenue, Mt. Vernon. RSVP is required if lunch at a cost of $4.00 and free, local, round-trip
transportation are requested. Contact Rabbi Andy Bossov, 914-668-4350 or abossov@wjcs.com.
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Contributions
We appreciate the thoughtfulness of those who support the Pleasantville Community Synagogue by
remembering and honoring their friends and loved ones through their generous contributions.

GENERAL FUND/FAIR SHARE
LAURIE HIRSCH SCHULZ AND JAY SCHULZ
DOROTHY ZWEIBAUM
MICHELLE FORTE
IRVING AND GERALDINE SCHAFFER FOUNDATION
ROBERTA KORUS, IN HONOR OF THE YAHRZEIT OF HER
BELOVED MOTHER, SONDRA KORUS.
AMY AND BRUCE GUTENPLAN
NANCY AND KEITH KRAKAUR
JUDITH FREEDMAN AND BRUCE FLEISCHER
ALI AND BEN SEREBIN

KIDDUSH FUND AND SHABBAT
DINNER FUND
JULIETTE ANGOVE AND ALEX COHEN IN HONOR OF THE
OCCASION OF THEIR DAUGHTER, ZENNOR, BECOMING A BAT
MITZVAH
ALI AND BEN SEREBIN
ELAINE AND AARON COHEN IN HONOR OF THE OCCASION OF
THEIR GRANDDAUGHTER, ZENNOR ANGOVE-COHEN,
BECOMING A BAT MITZVAH

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
TOBY LAMARCHE

About The Newsletter
The PCS Newsletter is published monthly, online, from September through June. Articles and photos should be submitted by
the 24th of the month. They can be e-mailed to Judith Chinitz, Editor, at judyhope@optonline.net or dropped off at the newsletter box in the Synagogue office.
Pleasantville Community Synagogue * 219 Bedford Road * Pleasantville, NY 10570
			
OCTOBER 2014

phone (914) 769 - 2672

fax (914) 769 - 1795
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Pleasantville Community Synagogue
FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR SUPPORT
Building Fund
To preserve the beauty and functionality of our physical plant, and to build reserves for future
expansion.
General Fund/Fair Share
Helps to finance any need of the synagogue considered necessary by the Board of Trustees. All
unspecified gifts are credited to the General Fund.
Rabbi's Discretionary Fund
Supports various individuals, organizations and/or programs at the discretion of the rabbi.
Hebrew School Scholarship Fund
Provides scholarships to children who would like to attend our Hebrew School and may not
currently have the financial resources to do so.
Yahrzeit Memorial Board Nameplate ($360)
A nameplate with the name and date of departed loved ones will be lit in their honor on the
anniversary of their passing. Please contact the office for appropriate form.

***********************************************************************************
Name and fund selected: __________________________________________________________

Donation in honor/memory of (please specify which):__________________________________
Donor contact information (if not a PCS member): _____________________________________
Name and address of third party for acknowledgement of your donation if applicable:
_________________________________________________________________________________
___ Check enclosed payable to Pleasantville Community Synagogue
___ Bill my credit card
Credit Card # _____________________________________
Circle One:

VISA

Exp. Date: ____/____

MasterCard

Name as it Appears on card: _________________________________________________________
Phone number in case verification is needed:
____________________________________________
Your Signature ______________________________________ Amount to charge:______________
Print Name
_______________________________________________________________________

PLEASE NOTE: To help our bookkeeper, please issue separate checks for dues or other special events. All donations
should be made payable to Pleasantville Community Synagogue (please indicate which fund in the memo section of
your check).
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October 2014 - PCS Calendar

Sunday
Tzom Gedaliah

28

Monday
7:15pm Yoga
class

29

Tuesday

30

Wednesday
1

Thursday

2

Friday

3

Erev Yom
Kippur
Candle lighting 6:17 pm

5

9:00am Put up
Sukkah!

6

7:15pm Yoga
class

7

Erev Sukkot

8

6:09 pm - Candle
lighting

12

Sukkot IV (CH''M)

NO HEBREW
SCHOOL

13

7:15pm Yoga
class
Sukkot V (CH''M)

14

Sukkot VI (CH''M)

Sukkot VII

15

Candle lighting 5:58 pm

9

Sukkot I

Sukkot II

NO HEBREW
SCHOOL

16

19

7:15pm Yoga
class

20

21

Shmini
Atzeret
PCS House Band

Simchat
Torah
PCS House Band
Children's Service

22

23

Board of Trustees
meeting, 7:30 pm

26

PJ Shabbat
Dinner
Alef/Bet
Shabbaton
Hosting Israeli
soldiers

24

27

28

7:30pm 7th Grade
Parents' Meeting

29

30

11

Sukkot III (CH''M)

18

9:00am Morning
Meditation; Family
Education
Shabbat service,
10 am
Parashat Bereshit

25

9:00am Morning
Meditation;
Shabbat Service,
9:30 am

Parashat Noach

5:44 pm - Candle
lighting
7:15pm Yoga
class

31

7:15pm Services

5:35 pm - Candle
lighting

7:13 pm Havdalah

9:00am Morning
Meditation;
Shabbat Service
including Bat
Mitzvah of
Michelle Siegel,
9:30 am
Parashat
Lech-Lecha

Note: Times and dates of events may change after the newsletter has come out. To get the latest information on any
possible changes, please check the calendar on our website: www.ShalomPCS.com. Future months are also on the

website.
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4

7:45 pm Havdalah

5:55pm-6:13pm Candle lighting

Rosh Chodesh
Cheshvan

Executive Board
meeting, 7 pm

11:30am Rabbi
Mark's class

17

5:30pm "SNAP"
service at PCS

NO HEBREW
SCHOOL

Yom Kippur

7:34 pm Havdalah

6:00pm Simchat
Torah services

Columbus Day

9:00am Take
down the Sukkah
4:00pm Film
screening of
"Amazing Grace"
with Director's Q &
A

10

7:15pm Services

Saturday
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